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^'^'^^ ADVERTISEMENT. 



The contents of the following pages 
(never intended for the public eye) were 
hastily noted down amidst the scenes at- 
tempted to be delineated ; and the author^s 
sufferings from a wound have precluded 
him the possibility of afterwards correcting 
them. 

This candid statement will^ it is hoped, 
plead for inaccuracies and fiivolous inci- 
dents ; and those persons who are most able 
to criticise will no doubt have the liberality 
to consider the disadvantages under which this 
narrative makes its appearance. 

m 

^^* Hie intervening dates omitted 
throughout the Journal are those only on 
which there occurred neither change of 
place nor circumstances. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 4f, line $, for toere read are. 

, 20 ••••.• 2, for vintim read vintims. 

.••••• 28 ...,.• 20, .for buildings read Burlings* 

•••*•• 32 2, dele the word and after generals, 

•••••• 44 • 6, for Ingeleses read Ingleses, 

••#••• 58 •••••• 15> dele the word ^before the passage, 

t...«. 81 •••••• 12, for Astrello read Estrella, 

»t«%t» 88 Af Hit 1«^# for te^ read aTuf* 
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AN OFFICER, &c. &c. 



1808. November 19. — Ljeft town to join 
my regiment, which was on the march for 
Falmouth, and ordered to halt at Exeter 
and adjacent places. On the 21st arrived 
• at Tiverton, the station of my squadron ; 
where it remained till the 29th^ when, 
agreeably to a route received the preceding 
evening, we marched as follows i—lThe 
above day to Crediton ; 30th, to Oakham p- 
ton; December the 1st, to Launceston ; 2d, 
to Bodmin ; 3d, to Truro ; and on the 4th 
arrived at Falmouth, and immediately com- 
menced embarkation fipom tlie quay. We 
were soon on board, and sailed out to the 
middle of the harbour, to remain at anchor 
till further orders. The transport (a ci'de- 
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vanf collier * ) in which it was my lot to be 
stowed, was about the dirtiest in the fleet, 
from the slovenly and drunken habits of her 
master, who, to do him justice, I think ap- 
proached nearer to the ursine breed than 
any of his floating fraternity. With this 
edifying messmate I remained till the 15th; 
when, at seven a. m., a signal for sailing 
was hoisted ; and at twelve the whole fleet 
got under weigh with a fair wind. Afl:er 
clearing land^ the Commodore made signal 
that the empty ships attached to our ccHivoy 
were bound for Vigo, and we for the Tagus« 
This WHS the first official intelligence we re-* 
ceived of our destinatioQ« 

17th.'~£iitered the Bay of BUcay» goiog 
at the rate of nine knots an hour. 

19th* —Towards five p. M* we had ta 
Weather a very severe gale, accompanied 
with showers of hml, which drove us vio^ 
kntly, and considerably damaged, our rig* 
gtng. Towards dusk it rather abatpd. From 

* She was then scarcely sea- worthy ; very soon after sprung 
A leak^ and was discharged the service at tmsafe* ^ 
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&A darkness And repeated squftlls, dqrkig 
the night we lost ottr convoy. Wb^ how- 
br&, regained it early in the mornings 

SOtiT.-— About four ?• M, made the Bur- 
lings (a cluster of small isldnds about ibrty 
miles from thte Rock of liabon)* when sig- 
nal was made for lying-to. We there coti- 
tinued beating about till next morning* It 
blew very hard/ attended with an extretnely 
high sea, which made the ship labour sb 
much that it w^s Impossible to stand, or 
even lie in our births without danger of gel>- 
ting our heads broke. We were rolled from 
side to side with the greatest violence, and 
without a HKwneht'a intermission. This, to- 
getUer witk \ike continual creaking of the 
shi^, the stifled state we were in by having 
our dead-lights up and being without air> 
added to the effluvia and suffQcation of a 
smoking chimney, kept us the whole night 
in tibe very essence of misefy. 

£lst. — At six A. M. we got under sail, and 
at twelve eame in full view of the Rock of 
Lisbon. The villages interspersed on the 



sides of this grand promontory, with the 
serrated summits of the rocks, many of 
which were crowned with churches and 
tpwers, fo^m a novel and truly interesting 

 

scene. About two we enteral the Tagus, 
with a steady breeze ; and having passed 
the Fort and Castle of St, Julian, the City 
of Jisbon opened to our view in all its splen* 
dour. The day being remarkably fine 
heightened the beauties of the scene, while 
the British fleet in the fore-ground gave a 
finish to the picture. At five came to aui* 
chor about half a mile from the town, where 
we waited for orders. 

24th. — At half past four in the afternoon 
we began to disembark, and it was dusk 
before we marched off. We proceeded to 
Belem, a suburb of Lisbon four miles from 
the Quay. 

When we arrived there it was quite 
dark. The confiision and scramble tha^ 
ensued in the streets for forage and provi>- 
sion, where neither English nor Portuguese 
could understand each other, may be easily 
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conceived. The men went to the barracks 
at this place, and the officers were, served 
with billets on private houses ; but some 
days elapsed before we could find out the 
Dons on whom our company was to be m- 
fticted. In the interim, we were forced to 
lay down where we could, many officers 
taking up their quarters under their horses, 

N 

This being Christmas eve, I went at mid- 
night to visit the convent of St. Jeronimo. 
Although no advocate* for the pomp and 
ostentation of popish ceremonials, the ser- 
vice was performed with so much solem- 
nity that it was impossible entirely to with- 
hold admiration. The organ was peculiarly 
fine, and in very good hands : the firiar 
who played it evinced the greatest skill in 
his performance of the anthems. The ar- 
chitecture of the convent is considered a 
master-piece of the kind; but being nighty 
my view was confined to the interior deco- 
rations. 

28th. —Went to the play at Lisbon. The 
theatre is in every respect inferior to those 






df our own metropoHs. The entertaiomeata 
of the evening consisted of a comedy, which 
wa$ pelfornjed with a great deal of low buf- 
foonery, followed by a ballet. The dancers, 
both male and female, displayed greali 
agility and istrength of muscle ; but of the 
materials required to captivate they were cer- 
tainly not in possession ; gracefulness was 
here very deficient. The * scenery was 
wretched in the extreme. The most I can 
say in &ivour of the performance must he 
bestoTf ed on the orchestra ; as the few mu- 
sicians who composed it played with more 
attention and expression than oipr London 
ifidlers, who emphatieally call themselves 
prciessors of music. 



Sdth. — Rode to the grand Aqueduct, 
which, with the scenery around, and the^ 
extensive prospect it commands, afforded 
ample gratificatioir for the bad ro^s and 
stony hills I had to ascend. The orangea 
and lemons hung so conveniently, that I 
had only to pluck them when thirsty, with- 
out the trouUe of dismK>uiiting. 



dOth. **^Tlie aimy receiv^ instructions to 
'march ; and our first diviaon was ordered to 
advance the succeeding morning, on its way 
to the frontiers; hut this was counti^ 
manded before night. 

> / 

Slat. — ^Wenito the Italian qpera at St 
CarloBy' which i» considered the most ia» 
srhionable ^oitertainment in Lisbon. Th* 
liouse is good, but in point of decoration is 
inferior to ours* The orchestra depar(> 
mentj coi^isting of about forty mu^ian% 
wa^ most ably conducted; but the singing 
was far alM>rt of what I bad been led t)D ^j^ 
pect The vocal performers displayed no 
execution^ and> with the exception of two 
or three leading characters, were equally 
deiiGsent in taste and expression^ The dis^ 
ciples of T^psichore, so far as natwrt was 
concerned, w^^ extremely awkward ; and 
though I allow their dancing to be very 
good, yet thdr thick ancles and robust 
limbs rather excited laughter thsui admira- 
tion. But their chef*d^msore compensated for 
all defects: I mean, their style of action in 
the io^i, whieh was49racefiil s«d expressive. 
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1809. /trnttflry 2d.— This .morning I de- 
voted to the inspection of Belem palace^ 
fOTmerlyx)ne of the most splendid royal re- 
sidences in Europe. It has been sadly al- 
tered within a few months: the French 
have not only ^stripped it of every picture 
and. ornament at all portable, but mutilated 
tht very walls, in their rapacious efforts to 
rob them of all that was valuable. Only 
two inferiw rooms, and a small chapel, re- 
main in any tolerable repair. A variety of 
packaiges lay scattered about the hall, which 
'Jl/NOT> in his hurry, had not time to dis- 
patch : .they chiefly contained precious mar- 
bles, and sculpture of most excellent work* 
iwajiship. . The Gardens, which are magni- 
ficent, aod ornamented by masterly pieces 
of statuary, could formerly boast of one of ' 
the^ finest aviaries. . The building indeed re- 
tpains, but its motley-feaUiered tenantry 
{cQlleeted from every quarter of the globe) 
are nearly extirpated. The greatest hq.vock 
was made among them by a puppy lUamed 
]^EAUHARNOis (of course one, of the Napo- 
I.E0N dynasty), who resided hete seme time, 
fti^dyjfieig hi^^tJ^y had the avisiry put inre^ 
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quisition, not to gratify his eye or his far, but 
his gluttoiious appetite: his favourite relish 
was a canary, and he was every morningi 
for his breakfast, served with about a dozen 
of these unfortunate finches. It appeared, 
however, he had a fellow-feeling for birds of 
prey, as the vultures, and the whole of the 
falcon tribe, have continued unmolested. 
There are also remaining some wild beasts, 
which the French seem to have treated with 
eqital respect. * 



9th. — Having procured an interpreter, I, 
with a party, crossed the Tagus. Wfe land- 
ed in Port Brandon, opposite Belem Castle. 
Nearly four miles up the road, there is a 
tract of wood, about/ eight leagues in 'cir- 
cumference, called the King's Forest. We 
Irnd made this excursion for a day's sport 
with the Portuguese game, hearing that 
the forest abounded with red-legged p!ar- 
tridges and woodcocks, and knowing that it 
formerly was one of the Prince Regent's fa- 
vourite beats when he went fot a grande 
chasse. We, however, found nothing the 
whole day biit a few rdbbits, and returned 
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without getting a $Hot, In the course of 
our walk/ WQ passed several plitnts vihich 
h9^ been grubbed up, and discovered many 
places wherf^ wild boars had lately been* 
Notwithsitaading our game-b«^gs were emp* 
ty, we returned pleased with the excurtiionf 
M the scenery made amends for our had 
apwt. 

Tbia wood is entirely composed of ever- 
greens and short aromatic shrubs. The 
ground being hilly, you sometimes, by get- 
ting on an eminence, see over miles^ of the 
forest; but your extensive prospect, being 
Of CT a continued region of 6r$, is one dark 
green» gradually f^ingi itoux distance^ to a 
dim blue. 

lOtb^-^ Vi^ted the museum at Belem, 
n^hich contwns an extensive collection in 
natural history. It was principally founded 
by the Prince Regents and ha& attached to 
it B» QxceUent botanic garden^ This mu- 
teUHi is divided into two large apartments i 
tiiia 6s$k contains a valuable collection of 
OUOfamlSi itt which the finest specimens of 
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all the Brasilia!! and other precioiis stones 
are to be found, aa well as a great variety 
of fossils. This leads to the second, which 
is filled with beasts, birds, insects, and 
fishes, in high preservation, with a beautiful 
collection of shells *. 



* 11th. — Our regiment received orders to 
reimbark; and, on the evening of the I2tb, 
marched for that purpose to Lisbon ; where, 
in consequence of being unable to get the 
detaqhrnent on board, we lay at picquet all 
night in a stable. 

13th.— At seven in the morning we cQm» 
menced embarkation; and it w^ above 
two hours before we were on board, a& the 
vessel lay far off in the harbour, and our 
horses were conveyed to her in boats. 

9 

— — ' 

14th. — The instructions were recalled^ 
and the Nautilus, sent off with dispatches : 

* Sooix afler^ all these things were packed up^ to he sent 
totheBrazib; it heing thought that the British were aboul' 
tct evacuate the oooottx* 
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tve therefore remained at anchor %vithout 
a commodore, and totally ignorant of our 
destination. 

24th. — Returned on shore, and went with 
a large party on an excursion to the Rock 
of Lisbon, which is about four leagues be- 

* yond Belerh. After being driven in a ca- 
liche for near five hours, at the rate of 

. Russell's Exeter Fly, we reached the town 
of Cintra, — I must not forget to revert to 
the neat appearance of the roads we had 
passed ; which, with the exception of places 
out of repair, were regularly paved like a 
street ; fenced on both sides with hedges of 
the most beautiful geraniums ; and sur- 
rounded, in every direction, by what in 
England would be considered the choicest 
exotics. — ^They are in unison with the para^ 
disc to which thev lead ! 

To describe the environs of Cinti*a would 
be a task for which I have uiifortunatelj^ 
neither time nor abilities. The Rock itself 
would claim a volume* on the variety of iU 
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ancient monuibents ; and the views a»3und 
require the pencil of a first-rate artist, 

Having taken some refreshment, and 
hired asses, we proceeded to the Rock. The 
structure of the convent of Pina, and the 
Moorish castle upon the very pinnacle of 
this stupendous height, add to its scenery 
the ijiost terrific grandeur ; and the ser- 
rated' summits, shooting up like crystals, are 
about two thousand four hundred feet* 
nearly perpendicular, from the sea. The 
ponderous cliffs stand one upon another 
with the appearance of every moment fall- 
ing ; and their broken masses threaten de- 
struction to the traveller. An ancient 
Moorish castle, constructed on this rock, 
h^s the same awful look ; and is so builtj 
that the walls and towers are carried from 
one of these massive stones, sixty yards in 
girth, to another. Having surveyed these, 
we sallied forth on our Jierusalem' pon^ys to 
ascend the Passes, and to arrive at the con- 
vent and castle. — yhe safety and agility 
with which the donkeys climb up the hill^ 
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tod scramble through the stones is scarcely 
to be ctediteoL 

Having performed our tedious and fa- 
tiguing ascent, we reached the conrelit of 
Pina, through tvhich we were condacted 
by an old friar, whose yenerable look gave 
the cloisters additional solemnity. This 
place is remarkable for its plainfiess ; and 
the occupiers, unlike most of then* monastic 
brethren, seem to have no earthly treasure 
to boast of We saw no one but our guide, 
although, in the reftotoly, there were co^ 
v6rs laid for fourteen. 

r 
1 

The Moorish castle next attracted our 
attention* Its situation is equally romantid 
with that of the convent The structure i4 
fude ; but in some of the toVers we could 
plainly discern the remains of painiings ortt 
the stones. There are still, in tolerable 
^i^eservation^ a multiplicity of ancient moM 
numents, and many with inscriptions in 
Moorish characters. We had scarcely 
ftni^ied our iiBpectioB> when a very thick 
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§bg came ons indeed we hdd been doftie 
time in the clouds when first we reAdhed 
Pina, as a mist enveloped us before we had 
half way ascended the heighti We de- 
scended by the same pass^ and soon reacfa^ 
ed a clear atmosphere. A grand scene thctt 
presented itself iii different features, the fog 
haring obscured the greater part of its ma- 
jestic emiinences. Our view was therefore cir- 
cumscribed 1^ orange^ lemon, and other fruit- 
treesi with which its bases were encircled* 
£ver-giteiis of all kinds are seen inte^'sect^ 
ing the rocks, and shooting fi*am the fissured 
€0 their very summits. Aromatic exhjsla^ 
tioAs from various shrubs> and the foliage 
of irmomerabld viiies> are everjrwhete pre- 
sented, and exhibit ck vegetation peculiar t» 
this luxuriant garden of nature. 



Having thus agreeably passed our tinM 
till l^Ae in the evening, we returned to th« 
inn, where ati excellent dinner had bee^ 
waiting our arrival. Every thing vmg 
served up in the British style; as Madam 
Cavigfoli, our landlady, although marriedt 
to an Italian, was an Irish womao. The 
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landloFd aQd'hid brother attended us during 
dinner^ , and afterwards adfiused us cheerful-- 
ly with vocal and instrumental music. We 
then returned to our beds, which were tht? 
more agreeable from being in the English 
fashion. 

V 

2^th. — Waking early in the mornings 
the prospect from the window even ex- 
ceeded my expectations ; the town of Cm-* 
tfa under our hotel, and the v^dure of the 
f^ain^ fading to an air tint, was one of the 
richest scenes. Tbe clouds gradually un- 
capping the distant heights^ ^nd leaving 
their purple heads, contrasted with the 
opening d4.wn, contributed to the scene 
more than sublunary beauties. Our party 
soon sallied forth with their sketch-books^ 
and made the most of this fine opportunity 
to collect some landscapes. We passed 
orchards where the boughs w^ere^ breaking 
down with fruit, and the lemons dropping 
into the rivulets that flanked? the road : we 
. entered one grove, which, in many places, 
was ancle deep with the . fruit that lay 
WtQuldering in, the path. . . v 
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Having been busily employed for seve* 
ral hours, we were compelled to leave this 
place without thoroughly exploring its beau- 
ties. The hour we had to spare was dedi- 
cated to the palace of the Prince Regent, 
latterly the country residence of Jonot, and 
the house where the Convention of Cintra 
was signed. The building is modem; and 
one df the best constructed in Portugal. 
^From . the front you . look through groves 
upon the rocks, and the sight is rather con- 
tracted ; but the back part brings you to . a 
sudden descent, and stands so high above 
every thing in that direction, as to afford one 
of the mostieictensive prospects in the coun- 
try : the sea appears to the left, apd the 
convent of* Maffra &r in the back ground 
to the right 

r 

Finding that we had been tempted to 
trespass on our time, we hastened to the 
inn ; ordered 4;he vehicles and mules ; and 

reluctantly returned to our floating dun- 
geons. 

25th.— The horses having become siddy 

c 
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from beiiig: so lofig stowed oil shipboard, 
we were ordered to disembaric, and take 
up our formei^ quarters^ till furtbdi' instruo 
ticNis were sent to the Gommdnder in 
Chief; and on the 2^8tb the regiment was 
all landed.' 

/ 

February 28th.-^Orders were issued for 
the army to hold itself in readiness^ to 
march ;i — the heavy baggage to be sent on 
board the store-ships; — ^and every ptepara- 
tion to be made for advancing towai^s the 
frontiers. 

March 3d.-^Tvro squadrons of dragoons 
were ordered to mai'oh on the advance; 
but in the evening a countermand arrived. 

4th. — ^The order of the 3d was renewed ; 
-and on the 5th^ the first and fourth squa- 



drons proceeded to Looires. 

The two squadrons^ of the regiment be- 
ing divided into four, each troop branched 
off in a different direction, leaving Loaires 
for the second and third squadrons, which 
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marched fii oil the 6thy and fdrined the 
head^quarter ditision. I went i9 BoefeUu, 

about a league and a half in front. This 
was the advanced post, occupied by aboyt 
eighty dragdonb and a half^4mgade of Ger* 
man artillery* On our entering this riUagd, 
we found that the Serjeant who had been 
^ent on for billets had never arrived; laid in 
cpnseqaence a regular scratnble took place. 
To complete our difficulties^ not a soul in 
the plftce could, speak any language but his 
own^ in which \^ e were altogeth^ deficient. 
However, by inaking signs, with the amsh 
ance of a Iktle mainforctf we jput up the meh 
and horses. We bad then to look out fdr 
ourselves, and got into some enspty hoidKe 
without windows ; and having had oo breaks 
iast« Gonimenced an attack on tha produee 
of the village, which consisted only of 
musty eggs, ill-cured bacon, and bad cheese. 
These we washed down with some liquor 
called wine, which as wVi^^rr WftJ eeltainly 
good. However, when the natives feu^ 
that we most unfasbicmably paid for things, tb^y 
p?6duced some real Btieelkfeir Vt^bich,^ m a 

c 2 
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summer vine, was excellent. We drank it 
at two vintins (about three-pence) per 
quart 

Haying noted our arrival, I must revert 
tp our two dajrs" march. 

Oh entering Loaires, we were well re- 
ceived, and tolerably provided for. The 
above place stands in a flat, and is consi- 
dered unhealthy : its appearance and situa- 
tion, however, are pretty ; and its soil pro- 
duces the finest oranges. Being within two 
leagues of Lisbon, it is (unlike most of the 
Portuguese villages) supplied with the ne- 
cessaries of life,. and contains several dhops, 
with a good caza de comer (or eating-house) 
-^ which, by the way, was not discovered 
till we had made every preparation for cook- 
ing our own dinners. 

On leaving Loaires half a league, we 
came to a neat village, called St. Antonio 
de Tojal, where a great part of the houses 
surround a large green. This leads ta the 
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convent and gard,ensi» for which this, place 
is celebrated. 

» * ' ' •• . • . -. 

On departing from Tojal, you ascend 

from the valley, and leave a village to the 

right, passing between two immense cjbains 

of hills. Within a mile of Bucell^as, thp 

ope on ' the left h^Bjs ^way for Cabe9a de 

rMonta Chiqiie ; and the other continui^ 

farther, and takes nearly an opposite direo- 

tiqn ; both commanding the low coimtrie^, 

and forming a very strong positioii. The 

hills on the right are divided from the pass 

Jby a deep ravine, which in the rainy season 

is so increased, that the water is forced . in 

torrents against its rugged sides, and forms a 

sort of cascade for several miles* 

s 
« 

7th* — ^A party of us went out with guns, 
aecomp^ied by a priest, who, as far as we 
could understand him, promised to shew us 
plenty of gajne. We saw nc^hing all day 
but one hare ♦, and returned quite fatigued, 

* The hares of Portugal are aboat the sisse of ours : their 
fur is much longer, and in some .parts darker : ihey have a 
great deal of white in the fore-quarters. 



tavitiDg' "bid ^Reverence to •diiiBer ;' who so 
readily agreed to attack our> mutton, lAiat I 
susj^ect he made the shooting party only with 
feiat irittetioHf. 



'\ 



tlth.— We hi^ai^a^fefeorwl attempt; and 
lilred a banAy^eggetf fellow, who was eon- 
«idercid tb^ Ntmrod of the place, and kept 
^we hfCi^nds. Thesfe a^imald •♦re^e broken-iB 
•to draw on bird* ; mtd^ though tfcey^ nevcfr 
<5ame <o a dead ^ijitj they gave t!he shooter 
"^^nty'-ftf time to ifet iip. We, hoyrerer, 
4wtdl cWt ^stifel*bad ^^rt/- Hiough we found 
^abtjrut bs^^dt^e-'feraee of pait^ rtie wea* 
thir w^s so istof my, ' they were the whde 
day tm ttm rtrh', ahd, in sJMte of every ma- 
noeuvre, we vatA^ iiot trven get a ^nap-sliot. 
— Our chasse ended in the destruction of a 
fVntugriese dwl, which <lew ftom under a 
lieap of stones. This bird was scarcely big- 
ger than a fiehJfere : its eyes were immensdy 
large, and of a fine t)right yettow i in plu- 
tnag6 it neatly resembled our common 
brown owl. It ran nearly as fast as a par* 
.trl^^f ^tid fl^w like a woodpe^dien 
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m the evening »e.«*«*»i*«»eipg 

nets, but ail the stream appeared to contain 
was a kw snudl iub^ like hhfik. 

April Sd.^— The ^^t'^sts being i^enred, 
om dkvman matched into Loaires. 



i3tiiJtT-Tbe anny reoei^ed oixlefs td oohi*- 
mence its match towards Oporto; which 
wiafi thoQ .occupied by ihe enany's troops 
imider Martial Soclt. 

7th. — Rode over to Lisbon, to equip my- 
self for campaigning. Hurried as I was, I 

> 

had tesdiifed not 4io tflke jny leave of this 

f^skoe witlicmt ^havinf seen its greatest curio- 

(Sity. I taUufle to the ifiner chapel oif St 

*Ro4|«id'€i'€ihu«eh, of whioh il iregf elated not 

iMiV4i»g time to *insdce ^ teg^s^ inspection. 

The jri€liii^x)if 'ft h a itroe emblem of ilo- 

man Catholic pomp. Thef^iDans^ from top 

to bottom of the chapel, are of lapis lazuli 

and^aiiiigtbyf^t, set, appgren in^ne gold. 

Kitoeof^th^'akaM'i^^^^iAif^ ofjametbyst, 

'dab^er/'aiiid'edraA/' combined with the 

ino^ v^iiable ^niineraits "that ^n unlimited 
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expellee through the world could procure, 
There is another^ worked in a mass- of siU 
ver, and carved to rejMrefent augels, &c. 
which the guide informed me cost seven 
tbon^d pounds. The candlesticks belong- 
ing to it are said to be of double that value. 
-—This temple, instead of common stone, is 
paved with the choicest mosaic; and three 
large Scripture pieces, which struck me as 
mo^ valuable and masterly paintmgs, on my 
having a ladder brought, and inspecting 
them, proved to be entirely composed of 
the mosaic work* 

It may perhaps be unnecessary to add» 
that Mr. JuNOT had liad these pack6d up, 
for the grand receptacle of all plunder. .His 
interception here must have occasioned ex:- 
treme disappointment^ as <;he cQUeetions fcH* 
this church are said to hftv^coi^' three fmU* 

lions of crusades^ .v ^ . 

< > 

9th. ' — The regiment comnieiiced its 
march, and tJie h^ftdrqpai^ division ^ vA- 
vanced to Sobri^. >Vhea,the troops Altered 
this placcj, the coi^uBion exit^eed^ every 
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thing we had before experienced. Hie 
town, which was scarcely large enough to 
put up half ti regiment, was crammed with 
six thousand infantry, in addition to the 
staff, and our own two squadrons. Th6 
cavalry cheers were lefl adrifl, to lie dowqi 
how they could — ^A large party bf us walked 
into a house, where we immediately began 
foraging ; . and at last made up so comfort- 
a picnic, that we^ invited three friends to 
dinner. We had scarcely sat down, when 
we were invaded by one hundred and fifty 
fioldiers, who were quart^*ed on the same 
house. They were all packed into one room 
oveF;our. heads^ and we were in momentary 
expectation of having them through the ceil- 
ing.. We were, however, soon relieved 
from our post of dwger, by getting turned 
out of the billet. Every one then walked off, 
with his victuals in one hand and saddle- 
bags in the other, in search of a floor where 
he could lie down in peace. I separated 
frorii my companions, and got into the ho- 
vel: of a poor man ; the whole of whose 
mansion consisted, of two bad rooms, a lit- 
tle kitchen^ and a pig-stye, joined together 
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ittoider so thin a roof tbat.day 4igfat appeared 
Ibmti^ in «£xv€ral places. 

, ' The troops were ^ireot^ to remain in 
£6bral tili iurther oiders^ and with a! fair 
prospect €^' sibort corkmonsj ^as ^lery sooa aiier 
Ihelr ficfit iirriral not .4 .bit Jbi lareadiwas to 

JtM^ JboiTgfot. 






' llftb.-n-A MletacbrQent of our .segiiment 
(11986 or/tered out to a liaaiiet called Xam, . to 
inriiakfe ioom for the artiHer J. I hadthefor- 
inne t» be one of* those emandfiated ivom 
dafiad-€^iiartef^^.i£ind proceeded to this placd 
It 1W8S SO; small it could only contain the 
4hbd of :a: troop; and vm wece' obliged to 
draioe the greater part of the men scattered 
\ov;er the country, <in straggling l^uts. 
', ' . . ...'>■••>' 

^imn i? jsitaated in >a :gr^^ i?ftUey. fipn- 

tigff^ii* to it .atwds a qutsriia^, which, of 
-PPHf ae, v^v seie€*€d ibr oud^el^Qs land n^r- 
.«>idor»s* The BPffle ,l«ft in «barge rcrf\the 
•^»9^, thioilbicig hi^:infist^^ «b^noe a>gf»d 
.fqcQui^e rta reffuee w fdmisiiQn, M'ould .Jiot 

-* Guiit)ea:an*4 c^utitn* scat. 
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give up Uie keys, till we had Fefcouree to the 

never-failing remedy of beginmng to^ storm Ms 
doors. He then very politely produced them ; 
and gave us up five ro(»ns and a knltehen, 
with a good stable ; and conducted u«| to <dt 
large garden of fruit and vegetables. Our 
ool^r dignity then wa$» /to igefe at >th^ 
crcick^iy ; as ive liad ^i^cely m^ tfajngt^ 
^ise, and oar deputy hast , with the usual ei»* 
horaces arid palavre of ;a Poftuguese, d©- 
ckuned he had produced the »di6Ie conteiiitB 
t)f the house : but, meeting vf'iHv a larg€ 
^cupboard, and slipping back the : bolt widi 
a kabre, we discovered two jServices ' x^ 
china, with plenty of glass and evety thiftg 
requisite, besides sugar, honey, and other 
tirtieles of provision, . 

I 

12tbi^ — When sitting comfortably down 
•to breakfast, we observed \*e ;^ere tQ0 wdl 
eif\ tt> remain* long in these quarters-^ 
though indeed, At the time, W 'thought i:lfe 
army would ^ot advance 'for ten days. Ri 
a few mmutes after, a route came for us to 
march at one dViloek in the afternoon. We 
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accordingly took leave of our comforts, and 
xrent off to Ameiro. 



. / 



-: ISrfu — Marched to Gadaval and Vermil* 
lia, passing Villa Verda The road here, 
being among broken rocks, is in many 
places scarcely passable. In descending 
th^ heights^ the views are beautiful; and 
^m getting into^ the valley, the appearance 
ofthe rear troops had a pretty effect, from 
ctbe serpentine direction of the passes they 
f\vere coming down. On our left was Vi- 
oniera' and Torres Vedras; and to our right 
i9tood a stupendous mountain, which we had 
;seeij for three days. 






14th. — ^The army proceeded on the ad- 
vance. The country in this day's march 
{vtBs dreary and barren, and the views, 
though very extensive^ not , so picturesque* 
. We were struck with the majestic appear- 
^$l)ce. of the buildings, against, which we 
could plainly discern the bursting of a tre- 
mendous surge. — ^The town of Obidos, with 
its ancient Moorish fortifications, had a fine 
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effect from the hills by which we entered 
it The church stood so near the road, we 
had just time to dismount and run in : it is 
of a hexagonal form, and, though not to be 
named after St Roque's, coptained many 
ornaments of considerable value. 

After descending from the strong position 
of Obidos to a vale, and advancing half a 
league, we reached Caldos ; where the ar- 
.my^haited, and awaited the arrival of tlic 
Commander in Chief. — Caldos is a very 
large town, and was certainly the cleanest 
and neatest of any we had then seen in 
Portugal. In this place there is a hoi^e 
with several warm baths, which, I was in- 
formed, are similar to those at Ilarro wgate. 
Here is also a temporary amphitheatre, of 
many years* standing, which the natives 
told me was still used for bull-eights* 

l6th. — ^Marched for Alcoba^a; to which, 
with the exception of a few rough passes 
on the sides of hills, we found the road very 
good, being sandy, broad, and well calcu-^ 
lated for the march of caval^^ The seer 
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ikety arourid m afforded a pdedsk^g variety. 
On o»r arrival in Alcoba^a, the inhabitants 
were: drawn up on each side of the street, 
where men, wonien, and children, were 
shouting with exclamations of joj^ and cry- 
ing '\viva, viva!" accompanied by the ring- 
ing of bells, waving of handkerchiefs, and 
every other mark of exultation. 

After getting billeted off, we hastened to 
the convent of Santo Bernardo, which is 
the largest in Portugal, and the sepulchre 
of many kings. The apartments here are 
Tery extensive; but, instead of fine pic- 
torest of which they are worthy, they are 
hang round with daubs that would do little 
€r^t to a sign-painter^ 

The Chapel, though perhaps not intrinsi- 
cally S0 valuable as St. Roque's, is apparent- 
ly far more splendid. This edifice is form- 
^ Uke a cross, and the whole of it^ inside 
enrbellished with the finest carving, which, 
being entirely covered with gilding, has a, 
ttK>st magnificent appearance. There are 
fivd organs, opposite each other, which are 
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decorated with s^lpture, £Liid i^icfii/ gilded, 
and have pipes made like Uump6k$> pro^ 
jecting horizont&lly, so as to throw o«it f h^ 
sound and produce a vety povferful tone; 
Among the monuments^ fhepe are two of 
particularly fine workmanship, and each of 
them is supported by six lions couchant 
carved in stone. 

The Library next attracted our notice. 
It is sixty paces in lengthy and feurt^en in 
breadth. The ornaments here display ex- 
quisite taste ; >and^ though not so rich ais the 
chapel^ tills apartment has so light and neat 
an effect, that we gave it a deeided prefer 
rence. It is paved with a variety of maft. 
ble ; and, before a selection of the moeit 
valuable volumes was sent on ship-board, 
was entirely filled with books<» 

The next thing to be seen was the 
Kitchen, which is immensely large, and has 
a canal running through it. The wat^r k 
.forced by a wheel with great rapidity, for 
the purpose of mor* hastily Washing the 
cooking utensils. A grand dinoer isdreai- 
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ed here daily for the friars, to which all 
generals, and statf and field offif era, had a 
regular invitation during their stay ; and, 
indeed, any officer- who chose to go wa& 
hospitably received. 

Having surveyed the convent, we re- 
paired to our billet We were here ex- 
tremely fortunate in our host, who received 
us with the greatest hospitality, and, as 
well as be could express himself, begged 
that during our residence in his house ^we 
would consider every thing it afforded as 
our own. He insisted on our coming to 
every meal at his table, and gave orders for 
all our servants to be well entertained in 
the kitchen. Our Don's style of living was 
sumptuous : we commenced with an ele- 
gant dinner, and (what is not always the case) 
continued to partake of one efually good 
mery day. — ^Although our host was unable 
to converse with us, he contrived to keep us 
constantly amused; particularly those fond 
of music : he played the piano and guitar, 
iemd had great taste in singing. In order to 
promote a conference, the apothecary of 
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to spend the afternoon, and requested W 
act as interpreter. This was one of the 
doGdlerf; fellows we had met with : hei kept 
IB .in a troar of laughter all dinneir^time^^ 
Ind^d, his very look was enough' to prCi- 
mote mirth : — he had a cdnsteuit ^mile km, 
his lace, which was embellished with a nose 
and chin nearly meeting, though between' 
them he could just convenient It/ pass a wal-^ 
nut. The cut of his coat, and general ap- 
pearan€e> was completed by a tremendous 
periwig ; the summit of which was capped^ 
a Id pictoresque, with a triangular, cocked' 
hat — Our landlord seemed so delighted- 
at seeing the party thus entertained, that 
he gave him an invitation to meet us every 
day at dinwr^ which the doctor most readily 
accepted. , 



17th, 18th, and IQth.— Our good host 
gave routs, inviting all his. ndghbours to 
meet us. After tea and coffee^ we had' .ma- 
sic, vocal and instrumental; with cards; 
followed by a pleasapt dance; and eon^ 
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<^«4iaig wilh a iMlsdpfiNr, wheve qb^ ffiend 

• t . » 

3<>tb. — Walked round tho cvstftle oS onx> 
laiMi2pv4» and took aemie. limcfaeon with -% 
fiaw^ 1^1 bis bo we in/ the wood With othes 
tfeinfit he gave m vmm delicious yHine: il: 
h»d:tbe (^pdril! of ChampaigOt with the flavoud 
q£ Burgtaody I and we thought it supeitkir; 
t^«itber. . 

k: appeai^d^ bowt^ver^ tl^ all quv; hi&un 
i;iesk i»ere destined, to be of short dpTa^on: 
OH) OHIO nstufii to Akoba^, we foand thai 
aidcxs: bad beefiiifi»ied .to admnee the &^ 

Ibwing, morning;. 

• ..•■.' 

\ 

2^j.-T^We aocondingiy? bid^ fikrewdl tkk 
our patron, and proceeded to Batalha* This 
place also contains a large society of holy 
hth^VEH^ who^ like- thei)? bttthrah Jm gen<^ui, 
taketfBpft^t «afe i toi kefyfi up . gogdi li^ing.*^ 
3jh£ ' aani$ent bfii'e is^'asil heard, so well 
imirllibseeiiigy.tdB^ toioOBm Batalha wkhout 
making^meptioaof ilf wttild be quita^oough 



pl^Si for Hi said de^»}^€f^) \Hk Mng d& 

the trtttpl till *> iat*i' eKst 5<rf % jfti^ tlfifl| 

Ws^ tcMiif (Hit 6f tt^ ^^ti<6&>/a«d iit bl^k 

ofdityttethfe : • 
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SiJa*.— We ma'«*€d'«fffbf LyVgfii. WS 
had gvio<i tokd^T thef yif€t^ -^WSi tfttftlHl!^ 
those of d tunftf^ke. Thi tmWk i^ IbfreiA 

iaft^y largfey tiheagl^ th6 §^#efeis^s>iwg ftaft6»» 

afnd^ bad. 1t^ ^alt^t oMtftnc^* fe fh(§ nkiti 
Off at MiiO¥i'^hMca8d^,'tt6n«ffiW(6teU 6ffi a hfei^lfl^ 
dfts* t6' tlfe- t^alfei aM dolltoM&A*!^' ttK 

Tke beauty of this ruin i^ <itttfl]^l%tle<l hfim 
ing surrounded with orange-groves, having 
fh^ hlU WK^r^ a ^i5fdi§»<i6V'e^d'\^itii sfeMbs, 

att^ it^ ^m^ ^mi^A wm ivy. the c^stw 

ftta fe^vfe%P pS^tiliSfi* y^^abdiSig •; imHj^ 

iaete> \^S c6uld' piraii«^' c(i§6h^ir M ^- 
i$gfl<»^ df ^ s?^l§ ' ^rtStJhsiiii-We" th€d 
t^'i' ^fepi 6t €h^- chnftili- Whfclt; \m Ml 
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. 23d. — Advanced to, Pombal; where we 
were poorly provided for and greatly 
crowded. • This town has also contiguous 
to it a fime old Moorish castle, li likewise 
contains a square, where there is a large 
market for corn, poultry, and veget^ibles. — 
The country around is supplied with small 
rivers ; and, as you advance to^vards Oporto, 
become? more wooded. The roads, instead 
of bad and broken pavement, as in the 
greater part of Portugal, are left like an Eng- 
lish post-road; and are thus far more plea- 
sant to travel upon, and not subject to be 
Rendered nearly impassable for want of re- 
pairs, which is frequently the case in other 
parts of the country. 

24th. — ^The dragoons were sent out to the 
neighbouring villages to make room for 
other troops. Our squadron took up a little 
hamlet c^led Redinha, which appeared to 
be the gi^and depdt for every description of 
yagi^nts and yerpiip. — ^On entering my bil- 
let (wjuch, by the way, had a floor and a roof), 
J was i^Lobbed by a ragged set of people, 
'who came a great deal fw nejar to be pleuh 



s. J -, 



37 .. 

sant; and on. my sitting down to write, 
those who were my fellow-lodgers stood 
round me, staring like savs^es. 

The houses here, like all others in the 
country of inferior quality, have nothing 
but square holes, without glass, by way of 
windows : so that you have your choice of 
being exposed to the wind and rain, or sit- 
ting in total darkness by closing the shut* 
ters. My birth was on the floor of a room 
where there were three doors that could 
not be kept shut, and broken boards to the 
light-holes. These, with a plentiful supply 
of chinks in the walls, rendered it as airy 
as being in an open field. Generally 
speaking, to make a remark respecting the 
vermin (from which scarcely a bed, from 
the best to the worst of houses throughout 
the country, is firee) would be like the bar* 
ber at Lisbon informing Baretti that ** grapes 
grew in Portugal ;" but here the fleas and 
bugs abounded to a degree worthy of me- 
morandum* They kept me constantly em- 
ployed nearly all night; and on the wel- 
comed approac of day light to the crevices. 



ii^ wM of m »Y^'—^ ^m» »»em 

ants. I therefore shuffled on my clothes, 

4l»i!im» I %n{i. WIf Pl<?te (joyered, ^jt)^ 
l«a% »n4 n[iy s^iji sPPtH ^W^i lif3^'^ 

gffPVS^iilg iqvift^ till I ^^g^t ^y ^spf^Bfl 
%M y<^mm tols^^y cftjREl^tfe } Bpt q^ 

% mw feyH-^Aft§fi !?^a$i«g lift fbe quflfr 

'^^ffteii to tbp feoHfiiB of % sjilky. oW-' felr 
W* W^flP^ 'W^ Pqft WPitifJ tfejiifc qiOfil 
}^m be0 th^ Y^iipiii^ ^t bfty, fVi in ];u$ c^zcd 
to^^ <9$ ^ ev^ » 4n^« la Imb. t>m)d. . . 

• • ' ' . • 

T1^6 4ay (4ie 2^); we, r^o^ived ojrd$!» 
t9^ be in Fsadkie^a W, tum 91^^ fosr ^ march 
at ^e,> ^uit4. of tfau^ l)ugl^ ^M^ r^jjisHivAg 
Sft ipi3« prepared th«t ve yi§v^ fewftils wjtn§ 

Ml> ^ 9SimAmfi vpopck^ on ^ Goimt 
l«a road, to mhQi» i* fed <». «i»ri,9lb«f 
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. to see if the troops vren oomiag tib^ mflijjf. 
^— Puru^ our halt h^^^ eteh mm Iras 
regaled with a titmbler of giaod yfint^ 
brought out by ibti pe^nmla^ wbith» with 
mafiy vkm, they {v^espetited us « te^mM^ 
of their, lore for the Ei^lifih ; biit wlitft^ 
findiog the adyance was co«ilit4iaofmide4 
we went ^^ftiw^ 4ibout^ tiboy put onflkpft >n^ 
oountenances, and «dl iqppeand paaii>6truc]& 
Our return to Redkdia created the greateit 
alarm among the nati?es» who f^tiQied we 
had beesi driven baok by the enemy i and 
we being unable to Explain tiie cirauiti* 
stance, kq>t them in a stutei of ixulerable 
suspense, until a Senbor Olivera, who spolM 
English ahd came to U8 at dinn^^ ntisfied 
them with aof explanatiocb 
> • 

26th. — Instructions were issned^ that, iijii 
consequence of the arrival of Sir Arthur 
Wellbsley, the anny wouU temaili sta* 
tionary till further ordenl. 

. 37th««*^Went odt on it Portuguese Bjpo&b^ 
ing paity— ^that is, with about a doGten 
shooters; attendedl by aH tbe nibble 6f the 
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vjlkige^ who are afmed with sticks and 
{)oles; ^ind followed by an imimsMe padc 
of dogs, consisting of every desoription of 
mongi^el thati^an be hallooed together This 
|H'0€6Ssion k dosed by a senhor rat-catch^, 
cwfao, with his bag of ferrets, brings: up the 
#6ar ; and this they call hunting ! I was pro- 
vided with one of their best g-uns, which, 
£rom appeaiance, one would hardly know 
whether to prefer firing it off, or^being shot 
at with it Finding no other game, I mus* 
tered eourage to try a shot at a few small 
birds, and ibund it kiHed tolerably welL^— 
Our 4:hasse ended, as shooting parties usually 
do, — - in bringing home nothing, and a ^sei* 
to at eating and drinking. We had, howi- 
ever, no great chance of sport; as all we 
saw were some birds, very wild ; and a rab- 
bit, belted by a ferret in covm 



- 28th.r-rWenfe to a .Portuguese funeral. 
The corpse was laid on the back^ with 
hands crossed, and tied together ; the face 
quite ^:posed : and the body, covered with 
• nodiing. but a shroud, was carried^ on an 
ppenbierwidi a' sort of t^ter; and thrown 
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into a hole, libe a dead dog. Instead of 
any scdeiunity at the moment of intennent, 
the fellows around were in argumentative 
conversation : and one of them jumped into 
the grave, which was but just d^ep enougk 
to bury the deceased, covered the face with 
a cloth, and began filling up the hole with 
the sculls and bones which were torn up and 
thrown around in digging it. 

By the good management of one of ouf 
officers (who is perhaps the best forager, the 
choicest caterer, and the first amateur cook 
in his Majesty's service), we had jcontrived 
to est^bli^h an excellent mess ; at which'we 
generally zvent t/irough ttie operation of enter- 
taining some of the Senhors. On the 29th 
we invited about two people to each plate, 
and sat down to a dinner worthy of an Eng- 
lish host. Having just sent away the re^-' 
mains of the second conrk, we were in the 
very act of filling a bumper to *' Sir Arthur 
WielUdey;* when aii express arrived for us to 
Advance immediately. The Rouse sounded ; 
and in ten minutes we were all packed up 
and %\xxm^ oyt. \Ve inarched to Condexa^ 
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nirbBseire did iK>t wnineiSBi nigisi. - This 
Jsimra was briilaandy iUummateciU and, t^ 
niglit beiDgp very dark, it appeared to ad^ 
irantBgie.^^Here the left wing of the regi«>. 
atent halted, and we proceeded to Squ> 
iiQche* 

SQtih* --r Marched to Ccnmbra.— The ap^ 
proach of this to^yn is one of the iinest pro- 
spects in Portugal. The view of the city 
wad the mountaiaom distances around, with 
tb« river Mondago winding through the 
lichest country, is presented from an oppo- 
filt^ height The road then descends in a 
^rp^ntine direction, leading through an 
c|Uve«gFOve to a fine stone bridge, by which 
you pass into the streets of Coimbra. The 
hittkdiQ^ cover a mountain, from its. very 
suiniQit down to the water's edge ; andtlMK 
.Quifly^yjQfQQngthe surrounding groves, ex- 
tepd for .several miles,— This is, I believe, 
thi( IfCge^t town in Portugal, next to Lisbon 
4ii4 O^Ho. It mrnch resembles the former 
}» eirary fei|iect^ and is equally deceiving 
toitdk&taavelkr; who fraoob distant appear- 
^QM is Jt^d to expect a paradise, and on his 
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Qur arrival «f(^ aQQpui),c^ by o riflglog 
Qf >eils, which brought out crowdjs of the 
inhabitp.ut% who lined the roa4 hFi4ge, 4i}4 
tjQ^4 to r-eceive us with f/z^ ancl kv^xn^j 
an4 the trQQps, while passing, were covered 
with flowers from all the windows of the 

$enh0jia$. At night w« had ft gran4 illu- 
miwfttion. 



Coimbra is celebrated for QQBtpiAingtbo 
great «|ii\5ersity of the kiogdioio. H«pe Wf« 
eighteen colleges, with an ^tensive libraiy j 
also a large convent and museum. The 
gresfter p«jpt„ of thesQ are.QQ^Q$o|^ in a fine 
rofi^ of W4iAgs> wlijeh sfa^ftd <^ ^ t^ffft^ft 
%lK>ve |h^ liovsfi, and 0¥€fftepk tJMi wfeolt 
C9Wfty. 

Vf$f9: ^,. and tbs CoiniDandfo «i C]|Mf aiH 
iii»d* 
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The illuminations were: continued every 
night during our stay, and with every in^ 
ducement to tempt us out; as the streets 
were graced with a charming supply of 
Banitas Senharas, vrho professed ^'guitar 
mmto^os officiates Ingeleses bonkos" We 
weife> indeed, so cordidtli/ received and delight- 
fully entertained^ that it can hardly be called 
vanity to say we believed them in eamesL 

4th.— Our regiment received orders to 
march out, and occupy some neighbouring 
villages, leaving their quarters for the 16th 
dragoons; and one of our squadrons was 
attached (with General Tilson's brigade) to 
the Portuguese army. 

- 5th.~0ur di\ision of three troops went 
ft> Brefernis ; the remainder (three others) 
to ' •a^aSoent' hamlets. The roads to this 
place were in most parts cut through solid 
rocks of stone, with scarcely a crack or 
jmioturd) kid their supfeco was ground by 
the ^(M^^iillioiso^ many ridges, that i|) seve- 
ral parts we found it difficult to keep^ur 
horses on their legs. " 
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Brefernis is alopg league and a half fmm 
Coinabra; and, fcMr a description of it, I 
fx>up)e it. with Redinha, which, by th§ wi^r^ 
is feV; tjie better ofj the. two. We.tpok;po^, 
ses^i^ ,Qf the DROsit ; habitable sty jit .^fioF^-r 
ed; and, wishing to have a Fjepneve 6*013% 
vermin as long as we could, we took oui^ 
djttner.upder the shade of^ a large tree ic^an 
oraqge-grove, from whiph we had our des7 

» 

fert' jn perfection ;; and, I may add, witbc 
varieti/y.BS the very, same ^e (fpre two sorts^qf 
demons, with oranges b^hCJiina and Seville f., 

, In the eyening we were directed ; to pa- 
rade, in marching order, on the following 
morning at ibur, and proceed to the sands 
near Gpimbra, where, at six o'clock, the 
Army was to be reviewed by the Com- 
mander in Chief. . \ ' 

V 

1 • 

6th.— The regiments having formed ^ 
line (reaching above two miles), wheeled 
into cplumn, marched past, and filed to their 
quarters. 

* Perhaps if I do not explain that %Y\e \Tee,yrz$ grafted j 
this may appear a bold atteropt at Bar(m Iifunc.ha^9cn* 



iarthef apprt^ i^Wth th^ Bdnse, wVs t!«ttfe<! 
«Y]ft;' and, sifter feftnihg With thk i^bH^ii^ 
df bxit brigade, proceeded foi**trardl slbbitt 
tk^^e leftgut^. The l^^diqttebH^i^ ^ mf 
#e^ttiieM t«i^ At Avdaiis. 



* ' i ' • • •  . 



Otf tire 8lfe we teceived orders" t'fr p^-« 
jSrfe for arimfcih at fiv6 in thfe iitoifriirigf 
f^ had «6 llsM durittg' iiial! day', io'^fi^ 
iStiie* fbf Mafi^a! BtettttstORf), withlKs^y, 
to* reatsR ftie Upper l^duro. 

Oh» t^ef "9^ we fli^eefecfed <f tei^H^ the 

^(|tf€fet^-^ is ^^ ^^poy^, m ma di^ 

pttMCs-'of lAe etietef^. On dlisbovierihg this> 
our object was, if possible, to take thrift fey 
surprise ; accordingly, rigid orders were is- 
^ed; Ifftat durii^ tlve' d%\^ lio mkir sMld 

tions wkich led to the expulsion of the enemy frd|ii'O|i0ir^ 
particular attention would be required as to the nature of the 
£^lil^ tlNfn'^iridtiihokf^ cdttld'b^'flllbi^'dlsitdfifiCeig^tSto^ 
the opeH(IIIN»W^t«¥^: 



iDPH«fc:a liwik ivkich tDuohed Iheh flinfe t)l 
ffae jGohunB, foci few of bmngi visible tcrthcl 
eneiitur ; (aQdbQr nigbt the*^strictfist sdbocife 
w^ ^{Mistirred tfarpQ^lkoat our iioes. 



;:"^ 



We marched at one on the morning of 
tiie,^10tb; and soc^ extxem^: oaatioir n^as 
obserred m vduspdrin^ the uioitl» of dDtti><' 
ndndj that^otr advanced troops': mot^ <»» 
\idtfaout iyi% iKai^ tk«seit|i]i«the iesx^ 
iphdi^tieing: i in 's^idb rodkjr piws^^ the feni^ 
gsuib tnrae ^ only^^able t^ nofi^i^ in ^gk« 
file^^ had ttiii fonia /^it jkincfeioti «rMi» t^misf 
difficulties. ITfaeratwe^ lnytiM^ 

without da^gigr/ ' ^j • ^^ ft$' in^diflttent^^ 
thali^vie got fonrardn^^T' th«s6 pc^t^ jftMkfar 
so'ias, bjr the aid df sir guide^ to a^^laki^ 
QUrpoint; WeUkd f^en a»^igd|ft«^2U^^ 

fHBgn botintry, wbfiir^ our hrigkde Ad«e(ae^ 
on aa.qpien vmA^ m columiii^ o^ b^lT^^qtiaK 
dron% At five we ^fiKe in- dight of)th«< 
anem^B tmtettes; ferrndd in lil9«^ awd m«m 
jimied by s^strong squfidpon of-^i«ttgik«M^ 
QAvaiary. This wffico^^e oteasiotie^^ as)^ 
mwdiisuTpnseta the.«ii€n^ as w^'^ytlve: 
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bye^^htd felt odn the' preceding day^ Jay 
bearing the '!I^Tenck were. in po^essioii dP 
Albei^ria Ndva; for wjiich place an officer 
had b^eti seat &>rward to prbcui^ i>iliete ^r 
our troops. 

On our skmaishers being thrown bfit,- a- 
kiod of signal was made by the French^ 
commander, to the Brigadier Getierlil*Vho^ 
];»figtded our party. This causpd hiin to* hd^* 
v^ace;: a^ pi^aps he judgied .thi$ sign^.1 ihar 
he of a pacific : nature : but he wa& e^fec^ 
dually jmdec^ved, . by • haviitg three ^ shola 
$lf3d at hiuR^i v^hea* generarskirmisk comr^ 
9lewQd., ,We.80pac formed to attadb than' 
in lii^; bul; finding quriielvfjs opjiosfcd to a 
stfong colwmn,;orC,c¥tvalify^> we retired to it 
^rt d^^anee, ;:>Being thefil reinforced with 
tw<> tlii?ef:4)PWi^?rs fc<l)m.5<3enefal Stuart's 
brig^ej: ^jrWfik '< ittifloedi^tdly opened theii? 
fire witb ; $pm& execution ; and animated 
by the appe^mnc© Qf our infaritry; we 
agilia ; 9d;v^9«)^^^ ; A^paietial charge was 
made by th^lGth, so; as to occasion tt loss 
to the enemy. of seven men killed and a 
great many wpunded. ^. Of. this regiment 
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but few were wounded, and only one t^as 
taken prisoner. — We at length succeeded 
in driving the enemy out of the field*. 
Their retreat was to Olivera, whic)^ they 
soon abandoned, so as almost immediately 
to leave it in our possession. 

The number of French cavalry here 
amounted to four thousand : they were 
supported by small detachments of in&n* 
try.' — I must observe the beautiful efiect of 
our engagement. It commenced about 
sun-rise, in one of tiie finest mornings posr 
sible, on an immense tract pf heath, with a 
pine-wood in rear of the enemy. So little 



* They were then followed by two regiments of Porta- 
guese infantry, who drove them, in a very gallant manner, 
Ihroagh a pine-wood, which surromided the farther end of the 
ground. After thitf they had to pass a deep and difficult ra* 
Tine,,which, being obliged to file, they were so long in ^tting 
through, that our artillery were there in time to play on their 
rear-guard, while they were scrambling up the opposite side. 
Ihekt fine First Huuari came in for this ; th^ however escapeil 
tolerably well ; they had a few killed, and their wounded wer« 
considerable; but they are so dexterous in taking them off 
(and behind, on their horses, if dismounted) that wt are apt 
in general to under-calculate their nujnbef. 



vr^^ tti@ ^fwghtor, ^ regular the fonn?i- 
^kH)^ th^ ft. nff^9fei mole like a e)tam.* 
^igbt j^n WinfiH<49nAwvioQ tluua an a^v 
44qP % ^. d^reigQ Coventry. 

The conduct /^f the Poftpgpese rabble 
was a disgrace to such a scene : they not 
jofdy fiUifffns4 the 4^d find wou^ded^ but 
g/Sive t^i^ coup dfi grace to every poor wretch 
>^1k>. hftd d vit^} straggM femftinmg. The 
.^ul^ o^ one French fodfie^F in particular they 
k^o^e \o pieces, pattering the brains on 
jey/^ry ^de* V»gahofi46 of this cast are ob^ 
4s;6rved iff J^oyer i^^r d^e army during every 
'b»<*le/ 

The troops being much fatigued, and 
from other circumstances, halted the re* 
jnair>der of tjbi;^ day, 

* « 

We were picquetted all night near Oli* 
vera j where we were at first rather in tri-^ 
b^lotiOBi as the bitmea whom we h»d 
tTHHed with the prog had taken good cajre to 
keep put of the way. We^ who w^rp al- 
ready exhausted with faggingp b^d to cut 
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Boughs for our huts; our fire-wood to' col- 
lect, and light; and what little we could 
pick up, to cook for dinner. . I happened to 
have a leveret, that in the grand scufSe had 
taken refuge with a poaching i^rrier, who 
popped her into his apron* My messmates 
then mustering a little broken bread, and 
adding the ribs of a dtad sheep^ we made out 
so zoell that we invited two friends to dine. 
After this we lay under our fir-boughs, and 
passed a very good night, 

11th. — ^At eight in the morning we be- 
gan our march ; and, after advancing about 
two leagues, came up with the infantry, 
whom we found sharply engaged, driving 
Ihe enemy out of a wood. A squadron of 
the 16thj. and another of the SOth, made a 
charge, with the loss of several men; the 
road on which they acted being covered 
with large stones, and flanked by a wood 
and broad ditches, ^e then advanced 
along the main road to Oporto, which was 
strewed with dead men and horses, and 
Spoils of every description. Among other 
objects of horror, we observed the bodies of 

e2 
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six Portuguese hangings besides one which 
had dropped down, in a state of putridity. 
Three of the above were suspended from a 
single tree. We heard that these execu- 
tions took place in consequence of the mur- 
der of SouLT's Aid-de-camp ; and that four 
of the sufferers were priests, who had re- 
fused to deliver up the real or supposed cri- 
minals. 

t 

Our pursuit of the enemy was continued 
for about a mile beyond Cavallos ; when we 
were compelled to desist, in consequence of 
the horses being unable to bring forward the 
guns *. Near the above place the ^rmy 
were livouacqued, with the exception of our 
right squadron, which remained out on pic- 
quet, attached to General Murray's bri- 
gade. We passed the night without cover ; 
and the dews were falling so heavy as to 
soak our clothes and ht wrung from our 
night-caps. 

* At this I am not surprised^ being informed^ by an Offi. 
cer of ArtilU^ry, thai, out of three hundred horses sent for 
their service. frooji Portsmouth, there arrived at Lisbon only 
W|:% ^tat could be calltd efectivt. 
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12th. — ^At day-break. General Murray 
ordered out the picquct ; and, moving on, 
\vith a subaltern and a few njen, for the pur- 
pose of reconnoitring, left the remainder 
about a mile in advance from where we had 
been posted. We soon heard that the 
French who had engaged us were beyond, 
the Douro, having blown up the bridge, and 
taken refuge in Oporto.. This account be- 
ing confirmed by the officer of the advanced 
party, orders were given that the picquet 
should be taken back, and wait for further 
instructions. 

In a few hours we were informed that 
Sir Arthur intended passing the river that 
day ; and our Major came forward to take 
command of the right squadron. General 
Paget being in our front^ with a strong di- 
vision of Infantry and Artillery, we crossed 
the Douro about twelve o'clock, accompa- 
nied by General Murray's brigade, con- 
sisting of the whole Hanoverian Legion. 
Our passage of the river was effected about 
a league above Oporto : and the other bri- 
gades (in line with us to our left) crossed the 
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river at the same time. On landings' we 
tpok our position on a height, where we had 
an uninterrupted view of the town, and of 
the direct attack made by General Paget's 
division, which by this time had nearly 
driven the enemy from the suburbs. Tlie 
remainder of the engagement consisted 
chiefly in skinnishing among stone walls 
and broken rocks, with which the country 
h much intersected, — ^We could see for se-r 
veral miles in every directicai, and distinctly 
observe the whole of the enemy's cavahry 
retreating. Orders wei;e then given to nrnke 
an attempt to cut off some of the rear troops; 
but these orders were recalled before the 
squadron had jproeeeded a quarter of a mile, 
as the General soon perceived that the ene- 
my's covering party was too strong for us, 

r 

After rejoining the German Legion bat*- 
talions on the height, we descended to the 
valley, making a flank movement for some 
distance parallel to the Douro, with a view 
of advancing as a reserve in the rear ol' those 
engaged. — While General Murray was 
making a momentary recoimoitre^ a Staflf-^ 
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Offerer cain6 ntp, witfe th6 informcition IfafeLt 
one of out r^gimerits was veff hard pp«ssed^ 
aind tfeit the Cavalrjr must advance iiwitie- 
diately f&t iti!^ support, Otf this, #e Msttiv^ 
forward as fest as was possiM* ftotn the ha^ 
titre of the ground ;* and, after surmouMng' 
many impediments among the stolid walls; 
got into the main road, on reaehirtg the^ 
outskirts of the town* -^ Our irtfeittry heref 
extended along the' road. We thtm^, fow¥iy 
itig up in threes, passed all our lines aft ^ 
foil gaHop ; whilst they* greeted us with oiem* 
continued hitzm. After this, go^^ dShwii* 
at speed, enveloped in a cloud of duSt, fof 
nearly two miles, we cleared our infantry, 
and that of th6 French dppeaxid. A strcmg 
body was dravi^n up ifi: close colunSiJl, ^th 
bayonets ready to receive us iii front-. Oti 
eaehftarik of the road was a stone Wal?, bor- 
dered outwardly by treed ; \^ath other walfe> 
j^rojecting in various Erections ; so a& td 
give every advantage to the operations of 
iofantry, and to screeii those by whom wq 
were annoyed, Ott our left, in paopticulaf, 
nutnbers werfe posted in a line, with thek* 
pieces rested on the wall which flanked the 
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Toad, ready to give us a-raimidg fire as we 
passed. This could not but be effectual, as 
our left men by threes were nearly close to 
the muzzles of the musketst^ and barely out. 
of the reach of a coup de sabre. In a few se- 
conds,, the ground was covered with men 
and horses : notwithstanding these obsta- 
cles, we penetrated the battalion opposed to 
us ; the men of which, relying on their bay- 
onets, did not give way till we were nearly 
close upon it, when they fled in great confu*- 
non. For some time this contest was kept 
up, hand to hand ; and, for the time it lastedj, 
was severe. 

After many efforts, we succeeded in cut^. 
ting off three hundred, most of whom Vere 
secured as prisoners : but our own loss was 
very considerable. Our squa4rpn consisted 
of scarcely /orty file; and the brunt of the 
action, of course, fell ; the heaviest on the 
troop in front : of the fifty-two men com- 
posing it, ten were killed, eleven severely 
wounded (besides others slightly), ^nd six 
taken prisoners: of the^owr officers en- 
gaged> three were on the^ wounded list 



J ' 



r ^ 



57 

For my own part; my horse being i^ot 
under me, the moment after a ball had 
grazed my upper lip, I had to scramble 
my way on foot, amidst the killed and 
wounded — among wjxom the enemy, from 
the side walls, were continually firing — and 
thus effected my escape from this agreeable 
situation. On the approach. of our infan- 
try, the French brigade was compelled to 
retire. Our few remaining men, coming 
-threes about, brought with them the pri- 
soner^ in triumph. 

Our commanding officer and squadron 
- had the satisfaction of receiving thanks 
from the Commander in Chief. On the 
merits of our charge, the comment of the 
French General ought not to be omitted : 
he sent i(H* our men (who had been his 
prisoners, and afterwards escaped), and de- 
clared to them, that, in his opinion, ** we 
^.us^have all been drunk, or mad; as the 
brigade we had attacked was nearly two 
thousand strong */' 

^ On retaniing, we met our second squidron^abouta mile to 
the tes^, which bad just passed the river^ and was hastening 
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The toWrt of 0]p6tt€>, to #hk;h A^ fc- 
tined*, exhibited a scene of the greatest cdn- 
fusiof) : the streets were sf retred ^Vith dead 
horses and men, and the gxrtters dyed with 
blood. — This night the town was illumi- 
nated, in honour of our success. The ef- 
fect, however, could not be very brilliant, 
as the late exactions of the French had left 
the poor inhabitants in a state to testify 
their joy liiore by good-witf than deed. 

We were' all night, and half th^ next day, 
employed in seeking our wounded, who had 
been takei^ into different houses on the 
toad^. 

So wholly unexpected Was . our forcing 
of the passage of the I>ouro on the 12th> 
that the French were totally unprepared foi* 

« 

9 4 4 

to oai^ support, th»ugfa toa late : oUr third wai stiU on the 
otber side the* water; and our fourth being detached, we had 
only one squadron that came into the above action. Two were 
tHentioiied hi- the Dispatches. 

* Scarcely any farther engagement took place thjtt (even- 
ing : it was then about five o'clock ; and our infantry, taking 
file advdrtde, i^mained near the position where our charge was 
ttlBtdb, l^n^aibout three miles from the towm 
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list, and Marshal Sou LT was t&mid from hk 
dinner to put his plans, of defence in execu- 
tion : but of how little avail was this defence, 
and to how short a time protracted!-^ 
In his precipitate retreat^ the ene;ny aban^ 
doned a large proportion of artillery, with 
ordnance stores, ammunition, and baggage. 

It is but due, to ascribe the brilliant suc- 
cesses of this day, not only to the determin- 
ed bravery of British troops, bltt also to the 
experienced judgment of tlie Commanded 
in Chiei^ and the rapidity of \x\% moye- 
ments. 



13th.''— The army continued to advance, 
the infantry being in front. We remarMed 
in Oporto^ to collect and make arrange** 
ments for our wounded. What with the 
number pf men left sick by the enemy, and 
those takeii in since the action^ the hospi* 
tals were completely filled.— This dg^ 
the dead were buried, and the streetsi 
cleared. — • We wcaat to see the remains of 
the bridge that had been destroyed : it hav- 
ing only consisted of a chain of boats \w 
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were ill repaid for the difficulty in finding 
out way through the intricate part of the 
town which led to it. — Oporto was much 
deserted by the inhabitants, and had a dis« 
mal appearance : some of the best man- 
sions were left well furnished, with closets - 
full of costly china, and almost every house- 
hold utensil still remaining. 

This city being too well known to re- 
quire the coricise description that would &11 
to its* share in a pocket-book, I only obseri'e, 
that, from its choice buildings and eminent^ 
situation, it surpassed, in my estimation, all 
the towns yet seen in Portugal. 

14th. — Our regiment assembled at two 
in tl^e afternoon, and about three marched 
for Villa Nova. Fifty campaigns may not 
produce greater miseries than we had to en- 
counter before we reached this place. We 
started on a very bad road, in a wet even- 
ing; and, by the time we were soaked to 
the skin, it became so dark, that we could 
hot see our way ; of which the guide him- 
8l»if had but an imperfect knowledge, even 



by ^ay-light. After crawling on till ^e 
horses were knocked up, and the men 
scarcely able to keep their eyes open, we 
.were cheered with some lights, which indi- 
cated our approach to a village. We all 
thanked our stars that we had at last found 
the quarters. 

We had soon, however, the comolation to 
find that we had wandered to the wrong 
place, and were 'quite out of our path to 
Villa Nova. We had then to wait ^ while 
another guide was pressed ; and the hamlet 
we were in was so crowded with infantry, 
that not one of . us could get under an 
empty shed. After sitting, benumbed with 
cold, for hear an hour, we proceeded with 
our new conductor, who was a lame fellow 
— rconsequently a Very slow goer. In a pi- 
teous tone he declared it would be momijig 
before we could reach Villa Nova, and that 
he was himself doubtful of being able to find 
the road. It was so dark we were forced 
to be every moment hallooing to each 
other, to avoid being lost ; and the men so 
repeatedly mistook the road^ that we had 
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ofjf n to stop and soufid the bugle, for, h»lf 
aQ hour at f^ tirne, before we could get tliieiil 
together. We were the whole night with?* 
out th^ least; shelter, in an incessant pour of 
rain, scrambling with our houses anaong the 
rocks, expecting every moment to be throM^n 
down ; and, in places where the safety of 
our lives required dismounting, we had to 
wade through deep streams of water, occa- 
sioned by the torrents of r^n which flooded 
the passes. VVe were latterly every now 
and then drppping asleep on our horses, 
quite exhausted, and shivering the whole 
time with. cold. After suffering every hard- 
ship that could attend upon a mere march, 
we reached Villa Nova; where we had to 
remain an hour in the streets; the rain still 
continuing. — ^At last, some sheds were pro- 
videdf and we filed off. It was then past 
six o'clock, which extended the duration of 
our drenching to sixteen hours. Our seiv 
vants were lost ; so that we had neither 
ineat, dri»lj> iwr clothing. \ got into a sta- 
ble, where, on some dirty straw, I slept, in 
piy wet clothes, till two o'clock in the after- 
nppnt 
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1 5tb,^rr-.The chief part of the. army, which 
had heen here, went forward ; we weye ua* 
able to proceed th?it day, 

16th. — Advanced to Bra^a. *We hatt- 
ed to receive forage and rations, and Jtheji 
proceeded to Gregio Novo. ^ The weather 
was wet, the troops miserably accommodalf- 
ed, and ithe officers were all bundled into ^ 
hovel lijf e a drove of pigs. The ii^tptxy 
were kept on the advance, — r- No ei^- 
gageipent of any consequencj?.,tiad t^ie^p. 
place ; and the French continued their re- 
treat 

Previously to our reaching Gregio Novo, 
the advanced posts sent in about fifty prv* 
soners, who were all kenneled in a church : 
in the middle of which they had made a 
comfortable fire with the gilded wood that 
had d<ecorate4 the s^ltars. 

I7th,-r— Marphed to Salapaundci where 
we passed the aroiy, and went in s^lv wpe, 
accompjaniied by t^ Guaids, who had th^ 
preceding evening be©Q skirmishinjr with 
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some success; for the enemy, finding themw 
selves hard pressed, were constantly throw- 
ing away their knapsacks, which they had 
eo loaded with plunder as to be unable to 
march with them. Every one, therefore, 
who could lay hands on a Frenchman or 
his kit, had a fine prize. These marauders 
had robbed the churches of pieces of gold 
and silver, which, when we entered Sala- 
munde, we were told our soldiers had taken 
and melted down. A number of silver 
forks, spoons, &c., were sold here by re- 
gulai* auction. Some of the most valuable 
stones were bought at a tenth part of 
what they were worth ; and the men would 
rather receive the most trifling sums for 
their prizes, than be at the trouble of car- 
rying them. 



The village of Salamunde was a perfect 
scene of devastation ; and on every road 
around the French had set fire to the cot- 
tages of the peasants : several of these were in 
flames as we passed. Dead men, horses, cat- 
tle, and every thing that could forcibly depict 
ruin, were here again strewed for leagues 
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along the road. They had a numbet of 
horses and mules, which they deemed it 
expedient to leave ; and ill order to vender 
them totally unserviceable^ cut the sinews 
of their hind legs, and left a field fiill of 
these hamstrung animals *. 

As we were this day not up with the ene* 
riiy, no affairs of out-posts took place. The 
Guards kept in fronts and our reginjent oc- 
eupied two straggling hamlets to the right. 
On taking up our quarters (which, like the 
other houses in this part of the country, were 
little cabins of loose stonesi), we ibund that 
the few wretched inhabitants who had been 
left, taking us for their former vii^tors, had 
' precipitately fled to the mountains. In the 
billet I occupied, they had very kindly left 
me a large fire, with a pot of soup boiling on 
it— It had rained day and night, inces- 
santly, till this evening: the clouds then 
began to break, and gave us a grand view 
pf the setting sun behind the mountains* 

* This barbarous custom is frequently resorted to by a re*" 
treating army^ when ammunition cannot be spared to shoot 
them.' 

F • 
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18th. — Marched to Monta Legre^ a small 
town on the frontiers, to the left of Chaves, 
which was our last advance. The pursuit 
of the enemy was relinquished by reason of 
Marshal Beresford's army bein^ unable, 
through extreme fatigue, to proceed farther 
than Chaves; and consequently not being 
forward enough to cut off their retreat, as 
was intended. 

The French, however, found themselves 
so hard pressed, they were forced to aban- 
don nearly all their artillery, and, in short, 
every incumbrance, to facilitate their escape. 
This forced march rendered their loss, both 
in men and horses, very considerable: but 
Mr. Soult had taken good care to secure his 
plwider, by sending the train of carts that 
were loaded with it, well to the rear; and 
having them always dispatched a day or 
two befoi:e his troops^ 



Monta Legte had been so despoiled, that 
the natives were nearly famished, and we 
had to trust entirely to the arrival of our 
own short stock of provisions. Nothing 
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could be found here in the way either of 
meat, drink, or vegetables ; save a few 
starved goats, bad water, and dead cabbage- 
stalks. 

19th. — ^The whole army halted. 

Being on the borders of Spain, I was de* 
sirous of seeing this country, and set out for 
that purpose ; but had to pay handsomely for 
indulging my curiosity. — 

After passing a country strewed with 
French, who had been left to die by sick* 
ness and famine, I reached the Village of 
Padreira; which had been stripped of 
every thing, left in flames, and its inhabi- 
tants (nearly naked) in a state of starva- 
tion. — Having mounted the hills, a fog 
came on, and 1 was lost. ' Here, without 
either sword, pistol, or stick, several Portu- 
guese met me, who, I am convinced, su- 
spected me to be a Frenchman : and a con- 
stant example was before my eyes of what 
would be iny fate, had they decided on 
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thid mistake ; for, in every direction, lay 
the corpses of! stragglers and helpless men 
whom they had murdered. 

Though the fog was- mended by a heavy 
rain, I was determined to proceed ; being 
told I was within half a league of Spain. 
The passes were among low woods on the 
declivity of mountains; and so bad, that 
even at a foot-pace they were nearly im- 
passable. The Senhor's half league proved 
about six English miles; and just as I reach- 
ed the borders of Gallicia, my horse was 
taken with the staggers, and for a long time 
unable to move. It was then growing dusk, 
the rain pouring, and I ten miles from 
my quarters. My mind was decided that nei* 
ther the old horse nor his master would see 
England again : and indeed the chance 
was greatly against us; but, most fortu^ 
nately. General Sylveira's Portuguese 
army came by in about half an hour 
after, and, to crown all, was bound for 
Monta Legre. With these troops I march* 
ed, halfway up to my knees in mud, leatd- 
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ing, or rather hauling along, my Rosinante; 
^ which there was so mych difficulty in doing, 
that the column was all the time gaining 
ground of me. Several time^ I expected 
to be left behind, lost, and (what woujd of 
course follow to a stranger here at night) 
put to death ; and repeatedly observed the 
Wood-thirsty looks of the savages com* 
posing this army, who, so far as I ^ould 
understand, were holding forth on their 
suspicions of me. I beard one of them 
say, ** I believe that fellow to be no 
friend of ours/' — It soon became quite 
dark ; and, after having gone about seven 
miles, my horse dropped dead. I then took 
my appointments on my back^ and could 
keep up with the best of them ; and ^tKnit 
eleven, at night we reached our destination* 

20th. — t)ur regiment returned to Sala- 
munde by a different route from that by 
which we had advanced. The road herfe 
winds round the great mountains^ adhering 
- to immense precipices ; and is in many 
places so narrow, as barely to admit a mule 
with baggage. You are nearly the whole 
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day in a chain of mountains, among woods, 
rocks, and water-falls : the distances that • 
catch the eye between the heights, op^ 
posed to this varied fore-ground, present a 
charming landscape. Every thing has the 
most wild and romantic appearance ; and, 
amidst the awful roar of surrounding cas* 
cades, you may conceive yourself deserted 
by, every earthly creature* 

The passes, as every where else, were 
strewed with dead men; the majority of 
wh6m were in the most offensive state of 
putridity. The French had so many horses 
precipitated down the heights, that we con- 
cluded they must have passed them in the 
dark. We saw several l5dng at the bottom, 
apparently quite mangled by the fell. 

22d,— Marched to Botica, where we dined 
and slept in the gallery of a little chapel, 
left, like every thing else where the French 
had been, in a state of ruin. 

23d.— Proceeded to Braga ; leaving, on 
Qur left, a castle ^nd other buildings cu- 
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ricHJsly ciwistructed oii aa , immense . solid 
rock. We passed also a valley which con- 
tained a great number of huge stones, seve- 
ral of which were .forty yards in girth, — 
We were to halt at Braga till furtfier or** 
ders. 

Braga, the capital of Entre Minhd e 
Douro, contains many good houses, with 
broad and commodious streets. This town 
is well supphed with most -of the articles 
which the country affords. Here are a 
number of good shops, an excellent market, 
and mechanics for almost every kind of 
work. 

On the ''28th we went to the mass at the. 
Cathedral. In this church there is a gal-, 
lery, called the Bishop's Chapel, with some 
of the best carving we had seen. Here are 
three organs; one in the English style, 
about the middle of the . aisle ; and two 
others, with horizontal pipes^ which stand 
on each side the gallery ; to one of these 
there is a curious figure, which marks time 
for the music by means of a spring to its 
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bond. The dec<«ati<His of this churdi are 
BO nearly in the style of those ii^ the church 
ei Alcoha9a, that it would be nee(UeBft here 
to give any deecription ; and as for Talua^ 
hies  ■» »■>■ the French had been there ! 

31st— Marched to Villa Nova. 

* June 1st. — He-entered Oporto, where we 
halted till the 3d, TTie regiment then left 
this town, and passed the Douro over a 
temporary bridge of boats. Here we saw 
the richest vineyards for several miles down 
ttie banks of the river; and the city of 
Oporto, being built on the declivity • of a 
mountain, appeared to the greatest ad- 
vantage from the opposite side. — We then 
marched three leagues on an iexecrable 
road, and came to a village called Gregio. 
By continuing parallel to the sea, we had it 
in view nearly all day. Between the beach 
and the above place there is a very large 
convent, with extensive gardens, and seve- 
ral fine fountains, 

4 

From Gregio there is nothing for a 
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joniiml, unless I state that seven of ub had 
to inhabit a hovel that would scarcely Iwld 
a pair, of bullocks, and where, within a 
slight partition, there was an old womafi 
dying. — This evening the wet weather a^in 
returned ; and on the 4th, after all getting 
well ducked, we reached Olivera. T^ 
rain compelling us to tu>ld our lieads comtafitty 
dotonf we had a fine opportunity of inspecting 
the variety of marble which composed a part 
of the road leading to the above plac^. 

5th. — We proceeded to Agueda. On 
my road to this place I experienced the 
comforts of being taken ill on service. My 
complaint proceeding from a violent cold, 
our regimental iEsculapians ordered me, on 
my arrival in quarters, to *' go to bed,'* to 
/* keep quiet, and promote perspiration ! ! !" 
—I had a nice opportunity of following 
this prescription ! After shaking like a man 
with the ague, and waiting for half an hour, 
a Portuguese bed (tjiat is, a hard straw bag 
on fiard boards) was provided, with dirty 
blankets and damp sheets. My room hac) 
a thorough draught of air, and the rain kept 
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pouring in. The savages of the billet re- 
fused me a little fire-wood ; and had not my 
satellites made a proper use of their feet, as 
well as their hands^ I could not have got 
my broth boiled. — ^The situation here was 
as well calculated for '* keeping quiet" as the 
ringing of bells, crying of children, bark- 
ing of curs, and squalHng of cats, woiild 
admit of. The Portuguese were all day 
running about the house in their wooden 
shoes. ; their tongues, as well as their feet, be- 
ing in perpetual motion. 

6th. — I was alive, and went through the 
rain to Alamera, where the troops had ar- 
rived. ITiey halted here till the 8th, and 
then went to Coimbra. — On our return to 
this town, a great part of the regiment was 
sent over the bridge. The officers of our 
. squadron were in high luck at the distribu- 
tion of billets : we were quartered in the 
house .of a Nobleman,' which was left in 
care of his son, a Colonel in the Portuguese 
service. Here we received the kindest at- 
tention, and, having every comfort we could 
require, established a sumptuous mess ; for 
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which, we. had an abundance of plate and 
the best services of china. 



This house is very large, with an exten- 
sive suite of rooms ; and has a lawn before 
it, with a view of the river and town. We 
had excellent stabling, and a field to turn 
out our horses.— Behind the premises there 
are a fine gardejti and orange-grove. At the 
farther end, among the most solitary shades. 
Is a large fountain : hence arose the name of 
this Quinta, — Casa da Lacryma (the House 
of Tears) ; and which is derived from the 
following jTielancholy circumstance :— 

Alphonso IV. King of Portugal, having 
married his son to a Spanish Princess, took 
this seat, as a villa for the young cquple. 
On coming here to reside they brought their 
bride-maid, a most beautiful young Spanish 
lady, to whom the Prince liimself evinced 
a great partiality. The Princess died a few 
years after ; and he became so enamoured 
of this Donna, ^ that he made her his wife. 
On the King hearing of this match, and 
having provided another, in his opinion far 
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more advantageous, ia the moment of his 
tage he sent two Spanish counsellors to mur* 
der the beloved bride of his son. The vil- 
lains accomplished their horrid act one even- 
ing, when she was walking by this fountain. 
The distracted state of his son's mind, toge- 
ther with the stings c^ his own conscience, 
soon brought Alphonso to his grave ; and <m 
the Prince ascending the throne, the assas- 
sins were executed; the body of his late 
wife was dug up ; the crown of Portugal 
placed on her head ; and she conveyed in 
state to Alcoba9a, wliere she was re-inter- 
red with every tribute of honour and afFec- 
tion. 

13th, 14th, and 15th. — ^We marched to 
Condexa, Pombal, and Lyreia. This even- 
ing we spent agreeably, at the house of a 
Ikn Senkor, whose lady sent orders to the 
steward of her quinta to provide for our re- 
ception the succeeding day. 



On the I6th we took up our abode there, 
and fared luxuriously* 
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The regiment occupied two small towns 
r—Aldea de Cruz, and Orense. These places 
are in a wooded and rich country : the lat- 
ter has a fine Moorish castle. 

We had this day turned off to the left of 
the great Lisbon road, on our way to Tho^ 
mar, where we arrived on the 17th; the 
head-quarters of the army being then estab- 
lished at Abrantes. 



At Thomar we came up with the 1st 
German Hussars, who marched out soon 
after our arrival. The army were also rein* 
forced by the 23d Dragoons, and a -heavy 
brigade ;— all landed while we were up the 
country. The four troops of the 20th had 
left us, to join the remainder of that regi- 
ment in Sicily; and our force of cavalry 
was then six regiments. 

Thomar is a fine old Moorish town, pret* 
tily situated on the banks of the Nabosn, 
and commanded by an immense height, on 
whidi there remains one of the finest cas- 
tles in Portugal Contiguous to this stands 
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a large convent, which, excepting one troop, 
contained our whole regiment : vre had 
there about five hundred horses. 

22d. — Walked up the river, shaded by 
orchards, where the trees were breaking 
down with fruit, and every thing around had 
the richest appearance. While we were in 
silent adniiration contemplating the beau- 
ties of nature, a volley of dirt-clods was 
pelted at us by* some Portuguese. What 
we had done to offend them I know not ; but 
Suppose, judging by themselves^ they thought 
us thieves, and concluded we were planning- 
^ operations to attack their orchard. Justice 
herself directed us to give them chase ; and, 
after soundly thrashing those who were not 
then in wind for rumiing axmyy "we proceeded ' 
up th« river. 

Above two miles from the town 'we came 
to an artificial water-fall, which filled the 
whole valley with its echo. Being inter- 
cepted by a rising ground, it bursts suddenly 
upon the view with a majestic appear- 
ance. The stream flow& over two flights 
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of steps, regularly built with stone, and 
forming an obtuse angle in the centre. The 
fall is near sixty feet, and extends about a 
hundred yards. — This immense torrent of 
•water is carried off in a winding stream, 
which, by an increased rapidity when reco- 
vered from the force of the cascade, is evi- 
dently the whole way on a descent, ' 

During our stay at Thomar, we were ci- 
villy treated, and often entertained with 
musical parties. At these we were some- 
times enchanted, by a pot-bellied fellotv, who 
was allowed to be the first guitar-player in 
the kingdom. Paltry as the powers of this 
instrument may appear, we thought that in 
his hands it produced one of the finest solos 
we had ever heard. 

Juty 1 st. — Received orders to proceed on 
the advance for Spain, 



2d. — ^Marched off at four o'clock in the 
morning; and in the afternoon reached^ 
yilla de Rea, where we bivouacqued. — This 
day the mules and caleche of our commaod* 
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ing officer had an extraordinary escape. 
The vehicle, which was loaded with valu* 
able baggage, china, glass, &c., was over- 
turned, and hurled do\vn a precipice for 
twenty yards- At the bottom of this is a 
river, from which all was saved by lodging 
among the rocks. Instead (as we expected) 
of seeing every thing dashed to pieces, and 
the mules killed, all we found amiss was, 
the breaking of the splinter bar and two bot- 
tles. By the greatest accident, there hap- 
pened to be no one in the carriage ; and the 
driver scrambled off when he found hi*, 
mules giving way. 

* 

4th* -*- Marched for ,Cortesada, where 
(after passing a deserted town, and a per- 
fect amphitheatre of mountains) we arrived 
and picquetted. — Here we had nine horses 
Starved to death, and many others were in 
a most deplorable condition. 



5th-^-^Proceeded to Larzidas, a large vil- 
tage> 90 IcMPsaken by its inhabitants that 
«veiy house wa» empty but about three or ' 
KmW/ ia which thefe remained the families 
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of a few miserable peasants. — Hie buUocks^ 
not comings up till late in the eveniiigi we 
mete, as nsiial^ in a bad way fi>c proviaioa ; 
aii4 at tiiifr place memk^ater was so scarce 
that we were forced to put a sentry, over 
what could be ^i^coYered^ and which ww 
Terybad. 
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6th. — Continued to advance, and pio 
quetted near Castello Branco; where we 
were reinforced l^ our fourth squadron, 

-which had arrived from Geoierai BSBfift- 

» 

ford's army, then left in the north. 

This day we passed, on our left^ the A^ 
trello (or Star) mountain, the highei^ m 
Portugal ; on which we could plainly da. 
tinguisdi the snow, though supposed to \m 
nine leagues from the road. 

Our route specified that we were to halt 
at Castello Branco ; but on our arrive we 
found that it was countermanded ; aitd, in 

'*'' It is common, when we come to a camp touch, to haTi 
yur half-starred buUocks up, down, and in the pol^ tka aaoie 
dav. 
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6ai' v^khausted st&te^ ; advanced, on ihe 
7tii, to LodoeirdL— Tlie officers were here in 
litde- cabiDiB ^ ^d t^uk eleven at night a 
fire broike oift, wliidi consumed; a; great pai^ 
CEt'/'thonti t The ^ inhabitants . of, this bamkt 
aroreliikjbwchi a ^te «of apathy ^they. never 
attempted to assist, nor even save their own 
property, till their very houses were caught 
4>y;tUe flaptes^ - /; 



*^ '- i6fch,r-*-Marched to u wcwsrd near Ixh 

-idSitxx-i^The country we bad! passed ap 

peared to abound iwith a vai'iety :of feirdts._ 

Tiie /eagles and vultures were constant- 

"Ij^i ludA aring . ove^ the rear of /the itroops, 

mndjgieveral times came "((rfthini^ir. shot 

••?Hi>TjiBre''as also a. sniall species; of; land 

stoi^ib^^vone oi'i^hmh our n^n caught.iu n 

shed. ^Jy\^i j.'^j . .♦ . / 1 



•*'> '9tti>^Pro'Geeded *on our - mieu'ch. ^ — This 

^beiWg a- clear day,-wef were presented witii 

^ihi >gtiind motmtidtuiun xwr friiht;>ahd> while 

so intensely hot we could scarcely breathe^ 

we plainly saw tlie snow with which several 

of' their svanmits were covered. — After a(l- 
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Viancihg diree leagued, we fcttoseed'thef'ri^ 
Elga, Which iia^that part divides «i* two khi^ 
doms, aiid'(leaving -Skltateife," and a Moor- 
ish' castte; i>»  ()tir -'rigfet) -entefed 'SPAiNV-iii- 
The; inhabitant' Of the t\vd •couritties' e^^*A 
to have no communication- with; 'or ktt(JW- 
ledge of each other. We surveyed the towa 
•<)f'ZftJ2«^Mayor;ii#*ft(fti'4pp^ai^d"^fery-4ittle 
'diflferehtfit^Oni tlio^ iwe Had' seenl 'in PofMI- 
gal^-: the^'Spanishv'h^^v^'vfer; in'thieir'liou^i; 
'seerti^ neater ariil-icleAhej*' tbali 'te 4^tkt^ 



sro^y^: 
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' • -This' day the regiitieht 6am€*ttp Vith tte 
remainder of the brigadS/and Wwjwrf^^a^rfthr^ 
miles from Zarza Mayor. — In the evening 
We had to pitch -ouf boi)ghfe- in -a- forest, 
where we were tchrtured the whble^night by 
gnats, and annoyed tvith every descriptiwi 
of reptile, and by a cancer I of toads andfroga, 
which were by no means unlike Portuguese 
loorhen in a market.— In the morning, my face 
was swelled with bites; and the blankets 
-T>etween which I laid would hare been a 
treat to no one but Sir J — - B — 
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Nothing could well exceed the variety of 
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jo^ects, with which these hknkets would 
have fiumisbed the amateur : he might have 
obtained the finest specimens of the beetle — 
the choicest old spiders.-.and swarms of 
ants, which in these warm countri^ are half 
an inch ip length. 

AfteF'gBttiug up, I \iipiiied in soro,€i water 
near ; and^ while dressing ^ th^ banV:^ th^re 
^were <trpuiid m^ enough. of the large Spa- 
lUsh lizaxds to supply half the museums in 
London. — I was afterwards congratukU;ed 
on neither being sucked by a leech nor bit 
by a wat«r-snake, both of which are said to 
abound in this water. 

lltlv — After halting the lOtb, we re- 
newed oqr m^rch atfour<)'clock A. m, ; and 
^i^ the evening got to ^ .wood,; a short half- 
Jieague from Mor^alega. ; ,. 

12th.-r— We entered Cpria; whence we 
were sent half a league put of our line of 
march, and [^cquetted at least a mile irom 
any water. The wood we were in contained 
^ variety of the most curious Spanisti'birds, 
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with which the trees were fiiH every where 
round the camp. — iThis country, and I be- 
lieve almost every other in Spain, abounds 
with game : some of the German Legion, 
who had brought th^ir guAti with tliem, were 
out only a few houM, ai!id caitte hoitt^ load<- 
ed with r^*l^^ pditiidges. 

I rode to Coria, a large town, on a 
vast eminence. Here is a fine church, 
Iteough which I was shown by a priest. It 
has toners, i*ith pd.Fa{>ets Overlooking the 
whole country. Its inside, as well as its or- 
namt^nfte, differs Kttle oi^ nothing from t^e 
diurch^s iA Pottu^l. An organ it has on 
so large a sca!6, that the bellows ire blown 
by meiai^s of two boys rohhing hdind in hand 
tfp and down a s6e-saw of fld:t timber. The 
hly futker told me, that this was the finest 
in^rumeat in Sptin, and th^tt the pipes 
were d! pure silver. For the latter I have 
Gilly his ivord ; but the org&n spoke for it- 
self : i never heard any, thing to equal its 
tone; and the different stops produced a 
chaste ^^ tasteful imitation of evej-y in- 
strument In the town of Coria we had 



/ 



\c^\ \Qfa.om.d^ firo^u with the enbw 
brought;,: above nine, i Jeagues, from i the 
mountain tops* . », 






. T lath.r-Marched ; ci-ossied the river. ; Ala- 
gon ;; an4 picquetted neai G^l^teii*, ,a, town 
with intricate street^, on i a strong; p<;»iijipn, 
and fortified by a Moorish wall. 
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i4th. — ^This djiy we: •passe4 through a^ 
country ,fuU of game .: r-r a^i pffi^r, and . my- 
self, by mej-ely flanking; the ^fegimeptx^i^ the 
march, jiyith pne cddjg^n^betwQ^n us, .killed? 

a,finp h^g.pf ,%^n^h P*rtri<te^ ,an4 .\iril4r, 
pigepns.f-T jijV.bout; ^mid-^ay ^ we entered JRl?h 
centiai a large toMfn <>» the Xera, where, the 
a^rm}^ h?^^. assernhl^icl-i . y We h§id . exqellent 
ground; for . camp, . (jlpse [, ta^, the town : the 
lines of oujr,b^ig?i^ iw^ye on, ^ green as level 
as a ^billiard-t#)l?, fthadfd. Jby^lafge.l^ees; 
aniby^uaaking! ounhuts.pfi th^^bankftof 
the ri\|er^ iv^e had only tpi tafee a swi?n.^nd fe 
4owp again, ; whenever, ^p jfelt it ^po^h^^t, . ; 

.17th, --r- Received orders tio a^viwce the^. 
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On Ike Igth'. vrefiTmfti-ft&e^^^Sefte^fiVe 
leagues, md-bivoQi^qi^d'''m thk^dt^if^'on 
tfee banks bf the Tteteri^' - ;- ^^hr-i^ .f.<.^ 

19th. ^-^ Ccmtimie3  tb advance ' tftrbuglf 
the forest; and, aftefir a fetJguing iharch'of 
eight leaguies, halted* for th6 niMit rieai' i^He 
river. *Oiir positioii \^as sheltered by a 
range of mountains ' c6Vered with sn6vi% 
which ap[i€!ared as' if close tb lis, thbiigh at 
the distance of about twelve ^miltes.N TKe 
day being clear, we had a distinct view of 
their summits, the height of which is so 
immense, that we perceived a few small 
clouds hanging near them in the sky, with- 
out reaching above one third of their stu- 
pendous elevation. 
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After ^tiirsuitig our march for soine tinie; 
on the .20th we got clear of the forest, aild 
passed a plain of above three leagues in ex- 
tent; the dty sand of which strongly re- 
flected the intense beat of the day,' without 
affording us the shelter of a single tree. 






LiSaving thfe town <tf Oropeza «e> otSr 1^, 



vf% piofufttod for the night near Liige-Tf n% 
situated.cmthesfiuneic^ainof hi^^^^ A large 
pomegranate-tree here ssved, soi^ of U3 tho^ 
trouble of building a hut, and thus made 
WBends for the late barrenness of ihe sultry 
plain. — We here received information; th^t 
five hundred French cavalry^ sent on a fo« 
raging party, had quitted liugo-Terra. on the 
day before our arrival. — Geoml Anson's 
brigade, with four regiments of infantiy, 
treie on the advance. 

Qn the 2 1st we were passed by the whole 
9f the Spanish army, amounting to at least 
fqrty-two thousanci* Their infantry^ in part 
"i^nLy, had a good appearance : but many of 
their cavalry were in a ragged state, with^ 
out.boo^ and some of them literally with 
bare feet Their horses, though slight, 
were in other respects good ; yet with bad 
appointments^ ill put on;. insomuch, that 
their stim^ were so lo^ as hardly to be 
reached ^th the toe pointed down. 
' .' • . • . • 

We remained saddled, ready to turn out 
09 tl« 9h9itest notioei-rin the eveiMo^ we 
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inardied on. Having passed Qropaca, : idbe 
whole British army was drawn up, fpr Ge^ 
oeial CuESTA'P inspection^ aad afterwardfl 
piojuetted in the contiguous fields. Out 
station was ck>8e to a small village^ throngli 
which we had passed. i 

We catoa up .with the Spanish troops on 
the.^d^ whom we found engaged in a skilH 
m^ on an immense plain* .Our army bchhi 
supported then) in great forqe, advancing 
in .readings to give the enemy battle; but 
they continued to retreat through Tdavers^* 
which they evacuated^ with the loss of 9 
few men ; and fell back to a strong position 
above a league from it, on the other side of 
the Tagus. We remained bivouacqued be- 
tween Talavera and the Alberche, in Medi*- 
ness to advance. .>. 

This was a fagging day for the: troops; 
for« after being up nearly ail thej^c^diiig^ 
nightj we had. begun our march at four i» 
the tnoming ; and it wns near seven in th^^. 
evening when we had farted/ An hout* 
then elapsed before any provision could \» 
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got; and that some of us had to leave to go 
on picquet, which kept us on thri ialert all 
night. -^— In the interim, we heard tl^t our 
cavalry- in advance near the Alberche (the 
23d Dragoons and 1st Hussars of' the 
King's German Legion) had; been fired on 
from a masked battery, near to which they 
advanced to- iattack a- small body df • the 
enemy, drawn up as if with an intention of 
resisting. This brigade lost' ten horses ; btf t, 
fortunately, no men were killed. And, we 
were told, that about the same time Sir Ar- 
thur had a narrow escape while recon- 
noitring ; having been fired at with a three- 
. pound shot, which cut a bough firom a tfee 
close to his head. 

'On the 23d we received orders to march 
at five ; but these were countermanded, and 
our advance was postponed till the follow- 
irig day ; in Consequence, as we were after- 
wards told, of General Cuesta's uriwiUiilg* 
, uttss to ^o forward — lor various reasons -^ 

• - ' 

m^bet^nd the'<:dmprehensio7^ofthios€f to whom 
tlie imtnediaite • attack promised every sue* 
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In the evening, we heard that the French 
had occupied a very strong :^osili6n (ac-' 
cordmg to report, with entrenchments)' 
about a league and a half fironi' the town ; 
and that their : army, icalcnlated • at nearly^ 
thirty thousand, was to be reinforced by^ 
twelve thousand more. We had not the 
smallest doubt but a very severe action 
would take place, as it was the known de- 
termination of Sir Arthur to attack them' 
early j:he following morning. 

24th. — After hearing the road in one 
continued rattle all night, with the march- 
ing of artillery, we turned out at two a.m., 
With the infantry in advance, we moved on, 
till the approach of .day. The cavalry then' 
halted, and dismounted, while the front of 
the British column, which extended consi- 
deral>ly . above a league, was fording the 
river to the left ; and the Spaniards, on the 
right,! passing the. bridge, under thie heights*. 
We> expected tevety • mpma:it to' hear a tre^-' 
mendousicannonachng;; till, aftt^r waitiilg' 
some time, uncertain what cduld bccasioB^ 
the- delay of the'^tack^ w6- p^ceiVed jnfcMi^' 
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nmtion diat the French had retreated during 
the night In consequence of this, our ot^ 
den were to return to the environs of Tala* 
veaatp and therie to remain picqudtted tiU 
fuHher instructions. The Spanidhi army was 
in advance. 

Talavera is a large town, with rallier in- 
tricate streets, and was formerly celebrated 
for its silk-manufactory. Most of die inha- 
bitants have been driven out by the late ex- 
cesses of the French. Close to our camp 
were the ruins of a most extensive and 
beautiful amphitheatre: the rotunda ap- 
peared to have been occupied by cavalry. 
H!^*e also the remains of a large chtir^b are 
add^ to the general marks of dilapida-' 
tion. 

: On the 25th and 2(kh we remained en- 
Otriaped ,rouod Talavera, destitute c^ almost 
cveiy article of provision. On the letter 
di^, ,the ddvanoed guard of Gelieral Cu- 
efto was dfiven from its positioii near Tor- 
rpjs^, when his army retired to the right 
b«Blk of the Alberche. After diis, all l^e 
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movements of tke enemy indicated the de- 
sign of a general action. 



. i 



. At one in the mc»rning of the , 27th, the 
cavaliy were ordered to make a patiole. 
We marched in the dark ; and at day-break 
toii^ed at the hank of the riyer Alb^rche, 
op^mhei the spot. 'where the Fisencb jbad 
been, lately encamped We then lilted, 
waiting for furthercnfen, and hearing va- 
nam reports :~«>me asserted that o«r pk- 
quets were driven in by the enemy ; others, 
that the Spanish troops in front, with Ge- 
wml Mackenzie's dimicm, wero aigaged : 
but the fMrevaihng opinion was, that the 
FreQch lutd. entirely retreated, and that we 
should see no more of them till we got nmr 
Madrid. 



After a suspense of about three hours, we 
received orders to advance, and cross the 
river. Before we had marched a league, 
we met all the baggage of the advanced 
posts on the return, and the infantry retreat- 
ing, ^ The division thus pressed was that of 
General MAQKeNZis^ which was attacked 
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end infantry, the latter of whom Were en^ 
gaged nearly all night; and a little before 
dark the enemy made an attempt, with Po- 
lish cavalry, to break through the Spanish 
lines, and enter Talavera. On this the Spa- 
Imrds opeived a lire from right to left, by 
#hich these Poles were pat to flight.— »-Out 
cavaliy were then in the rear. 

Li Fofmed ia efien coluom, we laid down, 
mtidi our ihor^' bridles round oor' arms, till 
jnudntj^it, n^efii we were raused^ by a sharp 
-firing on* the left. This was occasioned by 
-an Jdtenipt of the enemy tp gain possession 
xif the height occupied by the division of 
^em^lal Hill. After an obstinate struggle, 
and a ynomentary appearance of success, 
they were repulsed in a very spirited man- 
ner by the bayonet. Whole battalions of 
ithe enemy had got into our line ; some call- 
ingoutthattheywere '' Spanish;'' andothers, 
that they were '* <Sennans deserting *^ our 
old soldiers, however, soon discovered their 
*' ruse de guerre/' and gave them enough of 
coming to close quarters* 
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28th. — ^About two o'clock in the morn- 
ing our attention was again called to a very 
heavy firing from the wood in front ofTa- 
lavera. The Spaniards, as we afterwards 
learnt, had opened their fire on their own 
videttes^ whom, from the darkness of the 
night, they had mistaken for the enemy. 
Similar mistakes occurred throughout the 
armies/ 

During the night-engagements, our bat- 
talions, as well as those of the enemy, fought 
with such determined fury, as frequently to 
close in, and beat out each other's . brains 
with their muskets. 

At half past five a. m. the attack was 
renewed on General Hill's position, and 
was again repelled with distinguished bra- 
very. — The two armies then continued 
'sharply engaged till about eleven o'clock^ 
when the attack of the French was suspend* 
ed. They then rested their troops; and, 
we heard, cooked their dinners in the field 
of battle. — We were at the same time 
cheered with the welcome appearance of. 

H 
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some wine, which, with a little bread/ was 
issued to our troops. 

About noon the engagement was renew- 
ed, and bec?ime general; when the firing 
of musketry was heard, on all sides, like 
the roll of a drum, with scarcely a mo- 
ment's intermission, accompanied by a 
heavy cannonade ; and thus continued dur- 
ing the remainder of the day. — Our infan- 
try could not t)ut suffer most severely dur- 
ing such a general slaughter : several regi- 
ments, on both sides, were nearly cut to 
pieces, many companies being reduced 
from seventy-five to nine ,or ten men. — 
The dragoons on the light did not come 
forward till the afternoon, when they were 
called on to support General Sherbrooke's 
division. After making our way through a 
grove of olives in some confusion, we gain- 
ed the open ground, and had to form under 
an incessant fire, of artillery and musketry ; 
the small shot literally jyouring in like a 
shower of hail. — On the left, of the line 
were the 23d Dragoons and 1st German 
Hussars, who advanced against some French 
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columns^ which were marching on General 
Hill's division by way of the valley. This 
brigade was ordered to charge; but the 
enemy, having soon formed in two solid 
squares, were too well prepared for their re- 
ception ; and, to increase the disadvantages 
under which this attack was made, there 
was, between these regiments and the ene- 
my, a large ditch. Notwidistanding the 
confusion this occasioned, the 2dd Dragoons 
persevered in the charge; and, though with 
a most serious loss, penetrated the French 
battalions *. 

I here assert, that several of the Spanish 
cavalry ran away ; some of whom were seen 
robbing the poor women belonging to the 
British army, whom they found on the 
road, crying, and anxiously alarmed for the 
fate of their husbands. One poor wretch 
(of our regiment) they not only plundered 
of every thing in her possession, but took 
her very clothes, and an ass, on which, from^ 

* ISie ground where this attack was made^ &c.» will be 
seen ia the Plan. 
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her infirmity^ she tras obliged t6 travel. The 
' cruelty practised by some of our allies ' ex* 

r ceeded every thing that can be conceived. 

I was informed— and 1 believe itr^that; 
after robbing, strifppihg^ and putting ^ 
deaths several of our wbundedji a party of 
&em had the impudence to appear before 
our officers, relating their own enormities, 
with seeming horror, and imputiBg them to 
the French. Their guilt appeared tnani* 
fest, however, from the appointments of the 
unfortunate sufferers being found in their 
possession. — Added to this, so completely 
did the Spaniards in general monopolise 
^very article of provision, that, to the period 
above described^ many of us had been near- 
ly three d^s without receiving bread, or 
any kind of sustenance. This may in some 
jtteasure, perhaps, be attributed to a want of 
exertion in many of our commissariat. 

To return from this digression. — ^The bat- 
tle mged, with equal obstinacy on both 
sides, till the close of day ; ^^ hen, after a 
most sanguinary contest, the action ceased ; 
each party maintaining the same position. — 
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During the night the enemy retreated, and 
crossed the river Alberche in perfect order; 
leaving us in possession of the field of 
battle. 

• 

Hius the hard-fought actidn was decided^' 
, ly gained by the matchless bravery of Bri- , 
tish troops. Nothing could exceed the va- 
lour of our infeintry ah4 cavalry during the 
whole of the above engagements; and our 
artillery was also highly conspicuous, though 
labouring under the disadvantage of having 
no horses in reserve.— The effect of Colonel 
Sharpie ell's shells was fatally ruinous to 
the enemy's columns, which by these were 
frequently broken : but it was lamentable, 
during the day, to see the fuzes set fire to 
the grass, by which many of the wounded 
were burnt. — We had thirty pieces of ar- 
tillery — viz. nineteen six-pounders, five 
five-and-half inch howitzers, and six three- 
pounders. The French had upwards of 
sixty pieces of cannon, most of which were 
eight-pounders: and, it must be observed, 
they were so directed towards the British, 
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that scarcely a shot was fired at the Spa- 
niards during the whole of the 28th. 

In taking further notice of our allies, I 
much wish that what I have to say of them 
was at all in their praise. Their numbers 
amounted to between thirty and forty thou* 
sand effective in the field. During the 
whole of the attack on the 28th (directed 
entirely against the British line), they re- 
mained almost wholly inactive* — except a 
great number of them whom I, and indeed 
most of the British officers, saw running 
away. — ^Throughout the engagement, num- 
bers of the Spaniards were constantly dis- 
appearing. We heard of two regiments, in 
particular, who ran away on the evening of 
the 27th, fi-ightened by the firing of their 
own troops on the right ; and the posts from 



* Feeling myself bound, as well as fully disposed, to 
make mention of what exceptions I saw, or even heard of^ 
I have to name two Spanish battalions, under General Whit- 
TiNGHAM, who Came forward to support the Guards; some 
squadrons of cavalry on our left; with General Bassscourt's 
division, and part of their artillery. 
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which they deserted were occupied, by 
command of Sir Arthur, with troops from 
the second line. — Piles of Spanish arms 

* * 

were left loaded in the field. 

From what I am going to add, it may be 
ascertained, that the inhabitants of Talavera 
possessed as little humanity, as the genera- 
lity of the htroes had shown disposition for 
the combat, whilst posted to our right, for 
its nominal defence. — ^About an hour before 
the close of the last engagement, it was my 
chance to receive a wound : in conse- 
quence, I was carried to Talavera ; and, on 
my arrival, the Spaniards refused to let mq 
come within their thresholds. Thus was I 
left, bleeding, in the street ; surrounded by 
the most pitiable and horrid objects that 
can be imagined,^ who were lying on the 
pavement, screaming and groaning, without 
the sqothings of compassion or succour of 
any kinii. — At length I proved more fortu- 
nate than my fellow-sufferers, through the 
kind assistance of an officer, who, being on 
hospital guard, had a billet, and gave me 
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up his bed — ^which (we having for nineteen 
previous nights slept in the fields, and ge- 
nerally without shelter) ^was rendered a no- 
velty. Here I remained, reflecting, during 
a sleepless night, on the many vrho had to 
endure far worse than myself. 

My case, in being revised admission at 
Talavera, was by no means a singular one. 
An officer, who had a billet there, which h<6 
had occupied some time, was brought back 
to it in a predicament similar to my owij : 
like myself) he w;as refused the shelter of a 
roof, and lefl: fainting in the streets, till 
some soldiers forced open the door. 

Afler the battle, we heard that the French 
army had consisted of forty-eight thousand 
(a point since ascertained), and that Joseph 
Buonaparte had been descried by one of 
Sir Arthur's staff. — The enemy sustained 
the loss of more than ten thousand men, 
with that of twenty pieces of brass cannon^ 
and five standards. — We entered the field 
eighteen thousand three .hundred strong ; 
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and our loss, as will appear by the follow- 
ing returns, fell very heavy, on the officers 
as well m privates. 

t 

IQUed. -> ' Woonded. Misang. 



General Staff 5 9 

Lieut-Colonels 2 10 

Majors 1 .....^ 12 

Captains ....•.• 7 -53 

Uentenants , 15 71 

Cornets and Ensigns 3 .r^... 34 

Adjutants •»«••. • 1 6 

Serjeants ••«• « ••••••»••••••• 28 •••••• 165 

Drummers ••••••• - 4 16 

Bank and File 731 3537 

3913 



Total 



801 



5 
3 

i 

15 

9 

620 

653 
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JlecapUuieuum. 

Killed 801 

Wounded 3913 

Missing •.«•«•• 653 

Grand Total V. 5367 
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The following is an abstract of the total loss of 
the respective regiments {including officers, 
noncommissioned officers, and privates) in 
killed, wounded, and missing, in the battles 
qfTalavera* ,. . . i 

General Staff ..«.« U 

3d Dragoon Guards • 3 

4^^ Dragoons • ...». 12 

1 4th Light Dragoons ....•••• \$ - 

16th Ditto 14 

23d Ditto 207 

1st Ditto (German Region)' 42 

Royal British Artillery 34 

Royal German Artillery 34 

Royal Engineers ..« 2 

Royal Staff Corps 2 

1 st Bat tal ion Coldstream .....;...'.... 297 

1st Battalion 3d Guards 322 

3d Foot 142 

2d Battalion 7th Foot 05 

2d Ditto e4th 355 

IstDitto 29th isa 

2d Ditto 31st 249 

IstDitto 40th ' 58 

IstDitto 45th ^ i.... 193 



Carried forward •»••# 3247 
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Brought forward ....•• 2247 

1st Battalion 48lh ....i 176 

2d Ditto ditto 71 

2d Ditto 55d ......... ^9 

Mh Ditto 60th ^ 77 

Ist Ditto 6lst ^72 

V 2d Ditto 68th 128 

2d Ditto 83d ,.. 288 

2d Ditto 87th 253 

I* Ditto 88th 140 

Ist Ditto 97th 52 

1st Ditto Detachments • 274. 

2d Ditto Ctitto • 21 

, Ist Line Batt. German Legion 300 

1st and 2d Light Batt. ditto 79 

2dLineBatt. ditto 390 

5th Ditto ditto 300 

7th Ditto ditto 256 

Total 5367 
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Before the morning of the 29th the ene- 
mv had effected their retreat beyond the 
Alberche; and our men were, during the 
day, busily employed in burying the. dead, 
and conveying the wounded into the town. 
It is painful to record, that the streets still 
contained pitiable wretches, who had lain in 
torture during the night, mixed with the 
bodies of those who had expired. Some 
officers, on their return from exploring the 
field of battle, described the sight of dis- 
membered limbs, embowelled and other- 
wise mangled bodies, as too horrible for 
contemplation; and even expressed their 
regret at having witnessed the scene. 
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30th, — ^Though the whole of the preced- 
ing day and night hiid been occupied in re- 
moving the wounded, several still remained 
amidst the slaughter: and their numbers 
were so considerable, in proportion tp the 
surgeons, that many of those removed had 
not been dressed ; and even several neces^ 
sary amputations remained inevitably un- 
performed; whilst other sufferers were 
brought in throughout the day and night 
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By the 31st the French had retreated 
about two leagues; and our advanced post^ 
were formed by General Craufurd's light 
brigade, and a troop of horse artillery, which 
had arrived from Lisbon on the 29th. , 

August 2. — This evening our army re- 
ceived orders to march at four o'clock the 
next morning; and on the .3d fell back to 
Oropeza. 

Confined to my bed since the 28th, I 
lost the pleasure of being with my regiment^ 
and am precluded from giving a regular 
diary of its movements ; it is, however, es- 
sential, briefly to state what became of the 
army. Sir Arthur, finding that Marshal 
SoULT was in great force at Placentia, 
marched to Oropeza, with a view of attack- 
ing him ; but finding that the Spanish army^ 
which were left to cover our sick and 
wounded, Imd also retired on Orgpeza, it was 
then foqnd expedient to change th6 route^i 
and cross the Tagus atPuente del Arzobispo, 
and thus secure a retreat on Portugal.—^ 
Notwithstanding our videttes were, at one 
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time, within a league of the enemy, he suf- 
fered them to pass unmolested; and our 
army effected a steady retreat ; having pre- 
viously sent on about two hundred cars, 
containing a part of the wounded, which 
were frequently stopped to throw off those 
who died on the road. 





The army having reached its destination 
(in ail exhausted state, from fatigue, and 
scarcity of provision), was stationed as fol- 
lows : — Head-Quarters at Badajos ; — ^Gene- 
ral Sherbrooke's division from Lobau to 
Merida, with a German brigade of artillery 
at the former, and the troops of horse artil- 
lery, with some cavalry, at the latter place ; 
— the light infantry brigade at Portalegre 
and Neisa ; and some other brigades near 
Campo Mayor and Albuquerque ; — four 
brigades of artillery encamped near Bada- 
jos ; and the 40th regiment in the town ; — 
the light dragoons (nearly dismounted) at and 
near Villa Vi90za. — ^The sick were sent into 
hospital at Elvas ; to which place the me- 
dical staff with the army, and those left at 
lidsbon^ repaired. 
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Sd. — On the retreat of the army from 
Talavera I was left in bed, and remain- 
ed uninformed of the circumstance till ten 
o'clock this day. — Soon after, a Surgeon 
came, and consoled me by saying the French 
wfere not likely to return, and that our army 
had fallen back for the purpose of getting 
better supplies during their halt ; biit that, 
at all events, my attempting to move would 
be attended with the almost certainty of 
losing my life. — ^The Surgeon had not left the 
room three hours, when my man ran in, to 
say the French were close to the town, and 
that every one who was able to stir was mak- 
ing the best of his way to the rear. I had 
but a short time to take my choice of fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy a perfect 
cripple, or moving at the risk of dying on 
the road. Preferring freedom to captivity, 
under any circumstances, I soon decided to- 
attempt a retreat ; — was then taken out of 
bed, and carried down stairs; and, with 
pillows fixed to the saddle, was just able to 
support myself on a horse, — my. man lead- 
ing him at a slow walk, under a ^broiling 
sun, towards Oropeza. — Before proceeding 
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far in the town, I was informed that Calera 
was the point to which the sick were order- 
ed : accordingly my march a^ as directed for 
that place ; whither there was Httle difficulty 
in finding my way, the road being soon 
crowded with wounded men. After haying 
travelled a few miles, the pain occasioned 
.by the motion of the horse was less acute.; 
.and by having recourse to a calabash of vi- 
negar and water whenever I was likely to 
faint, I supported myself wonderfully well. 
— Oh reaching Calera, we found thatPuente 
del Arzobispo was the place of destination for 
^tfee^ick ; which occasioned my journey that 
"^soi^t to be four leagues farther. The other 
wounded men had got so far a-head, that I 
was several times near being lost on the 
heath, and with difficulty reached Arzo- 
bispo by eleven o'clock. The people were 
gone to bed, and only one light was to be 
seen. The Alcalde (or Constable) was soon 
found, -who, after an apparent altercation 
with a woman, desired me to go into the 
cabin containing the light, and went away. 
On my approaching the door, the heroine 
flew at me like a tigress, with a Patriot in 
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her rear to support her. She positively re- 
fused admission, though she saw me in a 
fainting state, and knew my request was 
only for pei'mission to lie on some straw in 
the passage. — During this squabble my head 
turned giddy, and had not my man sup- 
ported mie, r should have fallen oiF the 
horse. At this moment a dragoon came up, 
who, having hjs hands disengaged, sopn put 
the Patriot and his Senora to flight, and 
helped me into the house. Here, laid on 
some straw by the side of a sick Spaniard, I 
remained the night.; My other servants and 
horses wejre logt, and slept on the heath ; 
but, by the greatest accident, found me out 
in the morning. 

^ 4th.--T-I was again put on horseback, at 
-five o'clock A. M. On reaching the further 
end of the town, whence the sick were ex- 
p€^cted to proceed, they had not then re- 
ceived instructions, find were waiting the 
arrival of a field offi^jer, who was deputed to 
take them in charge. I then entered an- 
other house, where, with some opposition. 
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a mattress was got, on which I laid till a 
wounded officer came by, who was retres^t- 
ing with his family, and we proceeded toge- 
ther to Navalle Morelecho. 

Sth.*— Continued our march to Lasteralia, 
where we rested, and had some tea, — On 
our way to this place the cart of my party 
broke down ; and we were under the neces- 
sity of waiting^ till a car was pressed, and 
wild bullocks were driven from the moun- 
tains, to bring on the baggage. — All difficul- 
ties being overcome, we proceeded. Faint 
with the heat of the day, I was obliged to 
be placed in a caleche ; and the road being 
one of the roughest that ever wheels travel- 
led, I was in torture the whole way. The 
hip bone, which a Irifle-ball had gone throiigh 
and shattered, and the muscles of my back^ 
where it was then lodged, were bumped with 
the greatest violence against the hard sides 
of the carriage ; and my riding on horse- 
back again that day was totally out of the 
question, as the pain suffered already had 
made me so weak I could not have sup- 
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ported myself. — At last. We reaohed a Vil- 
lage, the name of which (I believe) is Moy- 
athis. . Here we "passed the night ' 

M 

6th, — The carriage-road extending nd 
ferther than this place, my iriends were 
obliged to return all the way back to Arzo- 
bispo ; and were almost in the face of the 
French videttes, who very soon after drove 
the Spaniards from that place. I determined 
on continuing tlirough the mountains, and 
travelling (so long as life permitted me) oa 
a small mule. My object was to make fov 
Truxillo : as, if the army were suffered to 
retire unmolested ; or, on the other hand, 
held the enemy in check; the odds were, 
that, by a forced inarch, I could reach the 
point before them : and if compelled to a 
precipitate retreat, I must at all events be 
made prisoner. — I then started, taking my 
chance whether Truxillo would be found oc- 
cupied by French or British troops. ^ 

This day (being joined by a wounded 
officer of infantry) we began to encounter 
the passes of the Guadaloupe Mountains. 

12 
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Here we went sometimes over solid rocks^ 
where our mules were every mament stum^- 
bling; and at others over the roughest stones^ 
interspersed with deep holes: then down 
descents of heights, where the animals could 
scarcely keep on their legs : and occasion- 
ally travelling the sides of precipices, by, the 
mere pass of a goat-track : — a pleai^nt situ- 
ation for a man with an empty stomach and 
broken bones ! ! ! — We had a guide, or ne- 
ver should have been able to make out the 
passes ; and the whole country being unin- 
habited *, we could have found no one to 
direct us. — After a broiling and exhausting 
march, we late at night reached AUia ; where 
we had to wait a long time before there could 
be got a billet 



7th. — Continued our march to Logrosan ; 
and on the 8th to Solita. Here thfey would 
neither give nor sell us any thing, till we 
made them understand that I was a Briga- 
dier of Cavaliy, and that my troops were 

* A region destitute of every living creature, exccpe a 
immbcr qf Spanish canahy^ by whom we w«re nearly rode 
over. 
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coming in the next day ; who, if our requi- 
sitions were refused, I would order to take 
the Alcdlde prisoner, and send him to Eng- 
land. — On this we had brought us the pro- 
duce of the village, with a thousand apolo- 
gies, and benefited by a great deal of pressed 
civility. 

' 9th. — ^Arrived at Truxillo, where we were 
cheered by the sight of English soldiers, 
and found ourselves two leagues in rear of 
the British army. 

This town brings you again into the road 
from Madrid to Lisbon. It is a large place, 
torn to pieces by the French: has some 
good houses ; and is famous for having given 
birtii to Pizarro, 



During our pass through this desert coun- 
try, we were literally starving, and had the 
utmost difficulty in procuring bread, even 
at an imposing price : as to wine or spirits, 
they were not to be heard of; and there 
was scarcely a bit of meat to be bought 
Our horses and mules, which were chiefly 



118 

JkA with stale chafF^ were nearly famished^ 
as well as ourselves. For my own part, I 
believe my life was owing to the goats : their 
owners, the Patriots, refusing to sdl me a little 
7nili, I contrived to get this nourishment 
by stealth ; making the. guide fill my bottle 
every day, when we came to a herd oMhese 
animals. — To complete this wretched re- 
treat, we were every^ where annoyed with 
fleas, bugs, and body lice, 

 

10th, — Proceeded on nay journey, pass-- 
ing through Santa Cruz ; and, after a hard 
and hot day's march, arrived at Meajados ; 
where, what with fasting and fatigue, I was 
ready to drop from the mule. We found 
the people in this place (if possible) more 
uncivil than at others * : my. servants were 

* 

* A brother officer, vvho was dafigerously ill of a fever 
brought on by travelling with .a severe wounds was here lai4 
on the floor of a room, while his servant went for medical 
assistance. The man, having no safer place to deposit his 
yn^ter's baggage, laid it somewhere near him: the Patriots,' 
|:aking advantage of the man's absence and, the officer's situa^ 
tion, carried a great part of it otf ; robbing him, not only of 
his helmet and appointments (the very articles used in drfencc 
qf their country), but of several things which, from being a 
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an hour before they could get a billet ; dur- 
ing which time I was laid on the pavement^ ' 
where the Patriots refused me even a pillow, 
and Math the greatest reluctance brought 
out a little water. A mob had soon assem- 
bled round me, poking in their stinking 
heads as if a basket of cheap fish were sell- 
ing in the street. — At last I got into the 

house of one of the Junta, who . • 

fully (insWfred my expectations ! 

11th. — ^At sev^n in the evening, having 
hired mules to carry my men, two of whom 
had been forced to walk the A^hple journey 
with their feet quite raw, I continued my 
march ; and by three in the morning reach- 
ed Santo Padro ; where 1 saw a light at a 
post-house, begged admission, and was laid 
on a mattress for an hour^ — Having theii 
sufficiently recruited myself, I started for 
Merida, and arrived at seven o'clock ; mak- 
ing my march exactly twelve hours. 

On entering this place, the traveller is 

cripple, he more particularly required. — The same officer met 
^th atmilar treatment at other places. 
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pi^e^nted with fine ruinfi of an aqu^dnet ; 
near which there is, ^ill passable, a Bointta 
bridge. — Merida contains an ancient tem- 
fAe, formerly dedicated to Mai^, but sine* 
devoted to Christian worship ; also a 6ub-> 
terraneous tunnfel, leading from the river. » 

I wais here billeted in th6 house of A 
Donna, who told us she was the wife of a 
Brigadier. Being in much want of sleep^ 
I was immediately put to bed; but had 
scarcely got warm, when myriads of*- 1 
knew not what — were crawling over me. 
By making a great effort, I raiised myself 
sufficiently to throw off the bed-clothes, and 
found them to be bugs. Being unable to 
help myself, I began bawling, and at last 
Was heard ; taken out of bed ; and stuck up 
in an arm-cA^nV, till qinother catnd was pro* 
Vided. 

13th. — We rested here during this day; 
but not wishing to pass another night in the 
place, I purposed stetrting in the cool of the 
evening. Finding myself very weak, from 
excessive fatigue and having my rest inter- 
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fupted, I attempted to hire a car> but with- 
out success. My landlady, who showed si 
great deal of pretended civility, and affected 
to pity me extremely, assured me there wa* 
no sort of conveyance to be had, and ex^- 
pressed her regret at having nothing of th6 
kind to offer. Shortly after, a large car, 
with two fine mules, came to the door^ and 
was unloaded of sacks. In the mean timd 
my fellow-traveller hobbled off^ to the Al- 
calde ; got a warrant to press the same ; and 
we detained it in, our possession. This ma- 
chine proved to be the property of the old 
wxxnian, who became so enraged, that her 
palavre burst into the furies of a vixen. — 
We then procured asses for our men, and at 
eleven at night got out- convoy tinder weigh : 
at one, in the afternoon of the 14th, we ya> 
lived at B^dajos. Having got into a billed 
I sent for the car-driver, to remunerate hiiA 
for his trouble, and pay for his expences 
back to Merida ; but he had saved me this 
cost, by decamping with his car and mules 
the moment my men had left him — I sup- 
pose, through fear of his getting pressed in- 
4o Portugal. 
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My situation prevented nie from seeing 
tny thing of Badajos, or indeed of other 
places, further than what was presented to 
my view while I passed by. This city I 

« 

observed to be eminently situated, and on 
the south of the Giiadiana : it as strongly 
fortified, and the frontier town next Portu- 
gal ; to reach which you pass the Guadiana 
by a fine Roman bridge considerably^ more 
than one-third pf a mite in length. 

15tk — Hired a caliche, and went to El- 
vas ♦. — On our entering Portugal from 
Spain, the 3udden transition from haughti- 
ness to civility is scarcely to be credited 
On being interrogated by the guard, which 
is usual in a frontier town, I remained in 
the street, while my servant went to Gene- 
ral Leita, the Commandant and Governor, 
to inform him who I was, and explain my 
situation. He immediately sent down his 

^ This city^ with its grand aqueduct and cistern^ fortifica- 
tions^ Convents, academy, churches, &c. I regret having been 
unable to survey ; and have here again to apologize for the 
deficiency of my narrative ; for I am particularly, unwilling 
to supply the defect of my own observation by reference to 
travels or history of the country. 
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Brigade-Major^ with directions to assist me^ 
and tQ show me every kind of attention.7— 
I was conducted to a princely billet, in the 
house of a Donnana Fortunata ; where I re- 
ceived great kindness^ and had every luxury , 
brought to my bed-side, with the attendance 
of two servants. 

The General did. me the honour to send 
bis nephew, with his compliments, offering 
any thing I might want : and on hearing I 
had expressed a wish to hire a conveyance 
for the next day, he insisted on my taking 
his carriage, and using it as fiir as I thought 
proper ; — a liberality of conduct perfectly ac-- 
cording with General Leitds well-known cha- 
racter. 

On the mcorning of the 1 6th, the carriage 
ai^d four, with three servants, drove up to 
the gate, while we were partaking of an 
excellent breakfast, which had been pre- 
pared for us before day-light — About half 
past five we^started ; and while passing out 
of the garrison the respect paid us was very 
entertaining* By natives hat in hand, and 
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gmtrdi torning out, we received eveiy mwk 
<^ honour that could be i^hown d, Prince. 

We soon reached Estramos, where we 
were received by a Portuguese orderly, 
whom the General had sent on to {Mx>vide 
a billet. 



. 17th* — Being greatly recruited by our 
comparatively easy mode of travelling the 
preceding day, we took leave of our fine 
equipage, and proceeded to Arrayolos, 

iSth* — Passed Mont6 Mornovo, and 
reached Vendas Novas : where, at first, we 
could get no cover for ourselves or horses — -' 
the juts deforo (or constable) being at Lis- 
bon, and the natives refusing to admit us 
without^ an order- We so6n settled this 
point, by selecting the bested we could 
find, and forcing a billet. The ho\]se we 
were in was (contiguous to a long range of 
buildings which formed an ancient royal re-- 
sidence. This, we were told, the Prince Re- 
gent occasionally used as a hunting seat. 
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I9th.-H-.Went through Peagones and Ril- 
vas, and arrived at Aldea Galega ; where 
we most heartily rejoiced, having accom- 
plished the last stage of our truly miserable 
and tormenting journey. 

20th. — We embarked in a large boat, 
which, in an hour and a half, sailed across 
the Tagus, and brought us to the quay at 
Lisbon. — ^The man we had sent forward to 
proyide for us, having been so long on short 
allowance, that,, according to the old excuse^ 
half (L pint ^ot in his head, was neither to be 
seen nor heard of. — After lying for three 
hours in the boat, and being surveyed by a 
staring multitude (lik« a fresh-caught stur- 
geon by the Cockneys,, on the banks of the 
Thames), I gave up entering la billet for 
that day, and was taken to Owen's hotel. 

Our happy transmigration, which we 
performed in eighteen days, amounted to 
eighty-eight leagues. -r- Their leagues are 
rated s^t about four and one-fifth English 
miles^ though many of them far exceed that 
distance. 
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« 

The number of leagues between each 
place are as follow : — 



SPAIN. 

League*., 

From Tsilayera de la Reyna to 

Puente del Arzobiqpo 7 

Kavalle Morelecho •••••• 2 

Mbyathis » 4 

Allia ...« 5 

Logrosan • 5 

Solita 4 

Traxillo 5 

Meajados • 6 

Merida 8 



3adajo8 



9 



PORTUGAL. 

Elyas........ •• .•••..« • 3 

Estramos 6 

Arrayolos .6 

Yendas Novas ,•• 7 

Aldea Galega 8 

Ptti^e to Lisbon ., • 3 

Total 88 



a 
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60 

« 
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Probably I should never have surmount- 
ed this journey, had it not been for repeat- 
ed fomentations of hot water on my first 
arrival at each place ; which, by counter- 
acting any additional inflammation that 
might have been brought on from exertion, 
^enabled me to proceed. The pain, never- 
theless, wgs incessant; and, from being 
teased with flies by day and vermin by 
night, I could not get the necessary rest 
even for a person in health. This, added 
to the scarcity of almost every thing I 
could eat, had reduced me to a perfect ske- 
leton, 

22d. — I was removed to an excellent 
billet. 



In a few days after, all these exertions 
began to operate 'on my health; and the 
heat of the season greatly tended to in- 
crease the illness. The weather, which had 
for some time been intensely hot, then be- 
came intolerable ; and the evenings so close 
as to be quite oppressive. We were obliged to 
remain almost suffocated, from having the 
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windows shut, to avmd letting in mytiads of 
gnats and other insects^ that would hav^ 
tormented us during the night. My sickr 
Bess soon increased to that degree as to pre- 
vent my taking any nourishment ; and my 
wound became so incessantly painful as^ in 
spite of opiates, to deprive me of deep al- 
most every night 

I lodged in the house of a lady of distinc- 
,tion, to whom I consider myself much in- 
debted for her most polite attention. It was 
the study of this lady to make me as com- 
fortable as my infirmity would admit of, and 
procure for me every thing I could wish : 
in bothf she amply sucdeeded, having an 
establishment where nothing could be 
wanting. 

September 14. — Continued very ill. After 
losing a fortnight of my leave, waiting for a 

. conveyance to England, I learnt that a fleet 
of empty transports were ordered to sail for 

;, Portsmouth, under convoy of the Emerald 
frigate. I had the good fortune to get a 

. passage ; for procuring which I am under 
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Many ohligationft to my hostMs^ • and ftko 
ftv ^ ki«idst,esert»on on the part of the 
Biitiab Minkt^r. Haltnog my choide of tlw 
Hn^ I fesmk od a ship wfaacfa had gpod ac^ 
O0iiiinodirt:ioft fiff mysdf and houses^ sLbd^ 
wMt » natr€0dlfy to be tMt with, a tery j^kw^ 
samb md oUigiilg msMi far a captsdnt 

15th.^^Being informed that the exxkroy 
wet^ likely to sail early the liext quartiiiig^ 
at two th^ oS^fstnoon I di^tehed a* soldaetf 
with baggage, in a Portuguese ItMMt; 
This man was diveoted to brif^^ hack 
hka, komedMlbdy,, the id^ip's lan^hoat^ sd 
m to embark my horses before sun-eet ; bat 
he never retamed; and I^ expecting him 
every moment, delayed sending after hini» 
till it was too late to get a boat The night 
waft thus fNiflsed in susperoe. 

I6th^— Early thi» morning I was roused 
out eS bed» by being told that the fleet werel^ 
on the point of sailing, and the ship's boat 
was waiting for me<r I was carried out, half 
undrkiBsed, and, whim in the ad; of getting 

K 
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mto iht ' boat, witb my mind made up. to 
tlie 'hssi sf all rm/ b^gage, the dragoon 
who had taken iit made, his appearance, in:- 
forming nie it was safely deposited on bos^ 
-mt seemed this manv had had a narrow 
%WSA^f On his returiling the preceding 
evenings : there came on so hard a^ gale that 
the boat and crew were nearly swamped, 
and had been drifted to the opposite side of 
t^he Tagus; : where they lay out all night. 
I then- fa^d my horses gallopped to Lisbon,, 
direictwt the: men who. went with them to 
dfieranjepri^ for a btotiand altempt (what 
fc • dei^i^d i of) gettiiig them on board, 
Ihis was^saweil managed, that theyaivived 
ahiiost immediately ^aiter me, and were em*-, 
barked when we werte in. the very act of ge£-s 
ting under weigh. . I tlien, notwithstanding 
this hurry, brought o^i' every thing, but my 
stock of live poultry, which was left behind 
dMTongh the- stupidity- — or, perhaps, kept 
hekmd^ through the cunning — of a blunder- 
ing Irish dragoon. ; ,: . 
* «- • ' f .... ... 

-^. About etevenio'clbokifre sailed out of the; 
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Tagus with a northerly breeze, working to 
westward for a good offing and the chance 
of another wind, 

• .  ' 

17th and 18th. — The wind continued un- 
favourable. 

Wth. --^ This day, when finding myself 
almost . at th^ point of death for want of sur- 
gical assisitance, there occurred. /or rnc ^ 
most providential circumstance: — It sud- 
denly came on so calm, that boats could 
pa8S;fT:om'^ship to ship, and. the Commodore 
very kindly came along-side, . to ofier: any, 
thang he. had that I might want I request- 
ed the qttiendance of his Surgeon, who was 
immediately put on board. After examin- 
ing. luy wound, he sent the boat back for his 
Assistant and instruments, and opened the 
muscles of my back, where it. was probable 
a mortification would . speedily have taken 
place ; and had not this operaticm been per^ 
farmed,- 1 should have died on the voyage. 
— ^I-*became so faint that they were obliged 
to postpone doing any thing farther that day : 

K 2 - 
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from what was effecteil, I fobnd almost im- 
mediate relief. 

In the evening there came on a light 
breeze, fair for England. 

20th. — The Surgeons came on board 
again, and with some difficulty extracted 
the ball, which Had been considerably fl«t- 
tened by passing through the muscles and 
bone. 

The kindness of our Commodore cannot 
pass unobserved, BnA will by me be ever re^ 
membered with gratitude. In addition to 
every possible attention paid me during tke 
voyage, he sent over sea-stock enoagfa for 
half the ship'is company, beg^ng me to aeit 
for any thing I might happen to fitney. 

SI St. — The wind increased, and blew di» 
reetly fkir for England. — We this day en* 
tered the Bay of Biscay, where we ran nine 
knots an hour, during the night, irader veiy 
little sail. 
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S2d, 25d, and 24th.— The wind conti- 
nued very fair. — In order to keep well clear 
of Ushant, we steered a westerly course^ sail- 
ing some distance in the Atlantic. 

2i5th."-^penttd the CheiiHMl ; andataine 
o'clock A. M..theishi|/s carpenter got his glass 
of grog, for first discovering the lizard 
Point — ^We soon passed Falmouthj briskly 
scudding up Channel. 

26th.— We had very little wind till the 
afternoon, when a fine breeze sprung up, 
and soon brought us in sight of the Isle of 
Wight; and about eight thiat evening we 
dropped anchor at Spithead. 

It blew a hurricane all nighty and we 
were at one time in great danger. A large 
ship, having broke her cable, came down 
widi wind and tide, and got foul of us abput 
midnight. 
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Diary of our Passage from Lisbon to 

Spithead. 



From mrid-day on Saturday to 
Mid-day od Sunday 17th 

18th 

19th 

20th 

, ....• 2l8t 

22d 

, 2Sd 

24th 



BGlet in 84 h<ran. 



...M. 81 

; 83 

61 

93 

51 

,.... 138 

168 

151 

,, 25th , 162 



26th 



HO 



Total made ^opd 1 1 28 



N. B. Taking the chart in a direct line crossing Cape Fi» 
I|i9tpirrp> WO q^ade tb^ distancte 704 qiiles. 
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STtlu'— It blew so hard all the inorning; 
that Bveii the sailors woidd not yenture in a 
- boat. I remained imprisoned in the cabin, 
with stale provision^ tantalised by viewing 
the Land of Luxury from the window; and 
with so little hope of getting on shore^: that 
my mind was reconciled to lying with my 
sore sides another night on hard boards. In 
the evening, however, though still very 
rough, the wind rather abated, and I was 
determined to complete my emancipation* 
The ship continued rolling to that degree it 
was impossible to let me down alongrside ; 
but I was Imveredaft, in the stem^boat, which 
I expected ,6very moment would turn up- 
side down, and empty out me and my per* 
sonal property, like the contents of a Lisbon 
garretTpaiL • However, as in other naxrpw 
escapes, I came off well ; and, having sur- 
mounted every danger and difficulty with 
the most providential success, landed safe in 
the most enviable Island under Heaven ! 

I  

• r 

After feasting on an English dinner at 
Pprtsmouth, I set off in a chaise^ which li«- 
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twally nppcared to %# aftsr tfas cnrrling 
anvqriBaicei of BpMD and PortN^. 

0» the 28th (the veiy dajr two monihi 
from the btttle of Talarera) I happily reach^ 
ed my Anal desUnition. 



diich has been my sihiatioii^ that it has 
necessarily occasioned me, in the fore^ing 
pugec^ to appear m<nre of the egotist tlmn 
might be wished ; but, for the nairative ta 
be jU: all conneGted, it was scaccely to hef 
aydded, and \^a6 perhaps dm least evil that 
could be adopted. 

By hsrving recounted a f&n veU^testified 
anecdotes of the Spaniards^ I do not mean 
to assert that there are none of their nation 
who look iipmi a British spldiev with esteem ; 
but the /ai9 intended to be here 
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is, — that it was not my good fortune to be* 
hold any trace of kindness towards us : on 
the contrary, in all places, apathy ; in some, a 
seemingly caf^fmed disgust. 
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